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TY following Work was publiſhed at 


Paris, early in the year 1788, long 
pojci to the Revolution, at a time when 


abſolute government, a dignified clergy, 


and a powerful nobility prevailed. To 


this period then the reader; will revert, . 
when to the philanthropic mind ſomething . 
like the following Reflection may poſe 
ſibly ariſe. If to a ſpirit of ji reform, 

every Frenchman had united the modera- 


tion and true patriot! n of the author, 
their country would not (as he too juſtly 
feared) have become the victim of a fa- 


= deligium.” France, at this day, might 


TS have 
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have offered a different ſcene; it might 
have ſhewn a reformed and meliorated 


government; a King poſing his juſt 
prerogatives ; and a people ſubmitted to 


the laws, not above them; who, reſtored 


to many valuable privileges, of which 
they had long been deprived, might have 
looked forward to a farther extenſion of 


their liberties, under a juſt and beneficial 


Sovercign—a Prince, whoſe voluntary ſ- 


 crifices, from the beginning, entitled him 


to the gratitude and veneration of his ſub- 
jects, as it enſures to him hereafter the firſt 
and moſt precious of titles, that of 'Friend 
and Father of his People! Such is Louis 


XXI. and ſuch he will be recorded in che 


annals of future ages. 
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like the preſent 3 but from the nature | 
as-well as development of them, they will 
probably be better ſuited to the ſtateſman 

ral. Under this idea; the author cons 
ceives the deſign of 
thoſe matters which 
be Me ee the 
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and 5 treating theſe fubjoAts, 3 in a char 
and conciſe manner, enable thoſe leaſt ac- 
cuſtomed to political matters, eaſily to 
comprehend and digeſt them. 

It is in ſome degree" neceſfury to have, 
at leaſt, general notions of the true prin- 
ciples of our conſtitution, that we may 
not be ourſelves miſled, or contribute to 

the errors of others. It is for the publie 
in general, but particularly for thoſe who _ 
have only a ſuperficial idea of the Bngliſh 
conſtitution, that I ſhall add the chapter 
on the organization of the Bri/y/h Parlia- 
ment; which will at the ſame time de- 
monſtrate the advantages reſulting from 
| che alteration” 1 ſhall propoſe in our 
o n. My fellow kitinens, who ap- 
eren. entertain ſo high an opinion of 
the wiſdom and political conſliculion of 
the Engliſn, will no doubt join with mae 
in the wiſh; af that amendment propoſed, 
and the requeſt of it to our Monarch — 
fince it is an amendment not only neceſ- 
fary to the proſperity and happineſs of the 
French 3 but in vv "Conform* | 
able 
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— ty ihe Farce 
; powers, but more eſpecially by” France 
and England, may be attributed in our 
on country, to particular as well as ge- 
neral cauſes; of which I ſhall give a 
brief account, without reverting back 
to very diſtant periods, but confine my 
_ obſervations to TIT: 22 
3 | 

many great 44 but qualities; but a 
neglected education, and a legion of flat- 
terers, cauſed many viſible imperfections 
of character: and the conſequence” was, 

he performed great actions, but committed 
Frest faults. His ſugceſi in war, during 
thisty years, was the aſtoniſhment of Eu- 


Fade, antion: bur i en be added," ? 
theſe wars became the ſource of its U. 
fortunes,” and exhauſted the finances of | 
the kingdom. The taſts of this Monarch | 
for the fine arts, his maghificence in pud- 
be gſoos, rl no dbubr, to che 
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a new one. Was, Feralas, I. 

Arc. muſt haye coft is ſcarcely to be cal- 
* when. we recolleft that. Marly 
alone abſurbed 1 millions 
© Dori ve cee, prep and i 
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ries of the. court of Louis XIV. and. the 
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ſurns expended in erecking his palaces: if 
_ tho Kayghty Lowuvois, by tlie uſeleſs wars 
he brovght on, n were not ſo much 
to flatter the pride” bf his maſter, as "to 
tender” his ſervices neceſſary to bim; If 
theſe hatl employed every reſource, ſtram- 
leber) nerve, which France; and France 
alone, is able to furnih; yet there 

ſtill retuained ſome dnelhzuſted, "is 
bene finde | the” "immortal C 
the induſtry, of the French, 
FO arts and manufactures, | 
a” which again reſtore pto- 
ſperity to the kingdom, enriched its in- 
dividuals;” and filled the public treafury 
wi e Sold, than, wars aba prodi- 
gality bad drawn from it, Unfortunately 
for the French, Colbert died too ſoon, 
and from that period Louis XIV. was in- 


 fluenced- and at length wholly, governed © 
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twiſter" al, perle 
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land, England, and. German) ngt only the 
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of this modkiſpy ſyſtem.. The throne ef 
Lovis XIV und that of hid granting; = 
Philife Vi ware ſhakeny/ and/or chte paint 
hilated/ 5:17 dong furcefiion: | 


Sa 
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tg” defeats ad eee Dad Scene, 
had exhauſted the fumancte uf ine Eng- 
dom, and Louis XIV. asepted no other 
means for ſup great eulgen- 
cies than oppreſſtve tunes and repeated 
loans, ſvcceeded by bunkcruptede i and 
notwithſtanding theſe njeaſyres, che N. 
 tarch' at his death leſt te HH ir an 
very rinous and diforderediftate Node, 


> His great Dime 
the throne at the age of fe years, ad 
vn 


5 (e N 
the Dute of Orleans, Regent goremed-in 
| the name of the inſant King, This Prince, 

whoſe conduct towards his Royal: Ward is 
beyond all eulogium, Was. nat ſo praiſe- 
worthy: nor fortunate in hig adminiſtra- 
tion: he was perſusded that the moſt 
ſpeedy means ol re-eſtabliſhing the. fi- 
nances was tu pormit an ipoſtor named 
Law to act in chis ho cn - 
ceived a ſcheme of firſt inviting and then 
ordering every ſubject co 3 the 
| Treaſury; all he ;poſſefied in 1 
for which be gave them, in,retpra, 
promiſing to every one ten times the 
amount of what they brought, hy means 
of the ingots of gold which were in fu- 
ture to como regularly from the mines in 
Lauiſiana, where, none er exiſt64., ... 
The bank notes of this -impaſiot; were | 
ſoon found of no mote valus chan the gold 


tho Royal Treaſury obtained: poſſeſſion of 
almoſt all the ſpecie of the kingdom. 
And che Regent was further adyiſed, under 

the pretext of Rock-jobbing, n "wy 
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mines of Miiſiſſippi; but by, this, means 


© I 1 
bees practiſed 1witilfath uf FAROE | 
tracts againſt theſs wſalbſs bir of paper, -o 
reduce thein all to the half of Their orig - 

nal value; and by: this double robbefy on 
the Publie, the revenues of che State once 
moro nearly balanced itꝭ ependiture. “. 
A long peace, und the parſunotious 
| miniſtry of Cardinal Fleuri, contributed 
to the further ro“ eſtabliſument of the 
Fndaces 3 notwithſtanding the ſhameful 
praciiees then made uſe of by the Nan 
ciers-ahd Farmers Generalto-entich them- Fo 
ſelves ; advantages which:6ugbr torhave 
been #ppropriated: to'the benefit of. S 
aud People: t is from this -eporh&we 7 
may date the frequent alliances: betwern 
ee r ee PSY 
A Ha welt-regulated and judicious = 
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XV. This Miniſter, whoſe views 
——— — 
af the mocnent. ſuffered our marine and 
naval forces to ſink into nothing n not 
chat an empire which poſſeſſes 
colonies in both the Indies, chat carries on 
great external eormeros, can only pre- 
ferre thoſe poſſeſſions by | a formitlable 
navy, equal to chat of other powers. If 
deprived of this menntt the Joſs of chaſe 
poſſafnons muſt follow — vg gn 
that happens, aud the Dation co 
obliged to ſubmit to laws dictated | 

enemies. From an 8 
ſundatnental truth, dre Cardinal plunged 
2 

was ſenſibly felt; n the death of che laſt = 
Eniperot bf the Ente ef Auſttisz hben 
che French having cauſed che Elaſtor af 
| | Bavatia: to: be nominated bis _ 

this eloctiom brought oma wes with 

Engliſh, who were the allies of the Auſ- 


rtfians. It eva then Fm loſt the greater 
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our ſucteſſes in Flanders. This war ex- 
r e | 


ment of our navy and the war of 1756 
coſt us all our colonies except Saint Do- 
mings; W 
met 
Te Toglinson'the conclulin'of the 
peace, reſtored thoſe poſſeſſions only 
wee e Bac W OTE 
ing. 1147 
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the great and additional expences of the 


war, involved ihe mation ſe deeply, that = 


the Abbe Terray, obnelnding (moſt likely 
that plans of reform and qeconvuny would 
hot be adopted or” ſavourablyt received at 
Court of Louis XV. thought there 
ns 10 ocher reſource than that of vio- 
hang public faith, by ſuſpending "the | 
payments and 'reimburſements due from 
9 2 * | 
tereſt 
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tereſt on public property a ne 
which he nevertheleſs kept on the oxigi- 

nal valuation of the fi he er 
to this trial. 7 8 5 
This partial bankruptcy; Aided by addi- 15 
tional impoſts, re- eſtahliſned one more 
li we are to believe the partizans of this 
Miniſtry) the balance of the revenues 
and expenditure of ihe State · Neverthe- 
leſs, as early as the year 1774, aſter this 
Adminiſtration, a deficit again of 
more than twenty-ſeven millions. 

Such den vn dhe dis 0 Ale king- 
Pt when Louis XVI. aſcended the 
' throne +/ he-not only found à vey. heavy | 
national debt; but, in addition to this bur- 
den, a ſeaftity then prevailed-i in the king- 
dom, and the high price of corn occa- 
fioned great diſburſements from the Royal 
Treaſury, as well as the ſecours granted 


the people, and the removal of the troops ; 


towards the capital, to, put a, flop. to the 
diſorders and plunder of the grain, which 
ſome of the populace took | forcibly from 


the markets, wantonly throwing, it about 
085 e 
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een ee eaſe 


violence in . provinices of . 


France, that there did not even remain 
oxen to till the ground. 

» The e Arete of 
the State were farther augmented by theſe 
calamities, 


the revenue from thoſe 


parts muſt neceſſarily fail. ION Ades 
The creating a formidable navy at this 


diſpenſable neceſſity, was not to be eſti- 
mated at leſs than An millions, 


uld but add to the deficit; and finally, 
py aa — the only one for ſeye- 


ral centuries, in which great political de- 


figus were accompliſhed, increaſed the 
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Sach, then, are the, ret and principal 


eſe deſolated and diſtreſſed = 
provinces ere to be aſſiſted, and in ſuch | 


period, of which at laſt they felt che in- F 
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Adel to het pationak debt bh fuck a'wats | 
fince the Engliſh increaſed theirs two. 
thouſand five hundred millions, which has 
obliged them ſince the peace to levy new 
taxes to the amount of above's hundred 
millions, for inſuring che payment of ar» 
rears, of thoſe lane borrowed: during the 


war. 

10s ub ee . 
| expences. theſe wars occaſion rouſt finiſh 
at length in the total ruin of all the Euro- 
pean powers; and there is, perhaps, only | 
; one means of avoiding it, 'viz. to give up 
their fleets and armies ;- but while one 
power maintains and employs thele forces, 
it-necefarily follows that all muſt, From 
this concluſion we may ſuppoſe that all 
wilt by time” exhauſt themſelves;- but 
France will reſiſt lenger in chis forced 
Nate chan any other nation, ſrom its great 
natural reſources, its numerous popula- 
tion, its extent of, kingdom, and the va- 
riety and riehneſs of its productions; all | 
which advatrtages it poſſeſſes in à very 
a nn Duet. 
22 In 
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1 e 5 , 4 | 
dat is 40 ſay, the intereſt of the debt in- 
ſurod upon che taxes and xevenyes. of the 
State, amounted in the pear: 1586, u ́ 
hundred and forty milliane, one hundged 
and aighey- eight thauſand, cigu hundred 
and-forty pounds Nerling ; fer the indereſt 
of- which, te nation pays in waxes: the 
_ enanmacus ſum of ten millions, forty-thres = 
' thauſud, ane hundred and eighty pounds - 
ſterling; which teckoped in French w 
ney, males the ſors fi bundred and 
eighty thouſand millions, two hundred 
and” foxty-pine thouſand, cighty-five: li- 
| ves; and « [yearly inteceſt of bp hun. 
gred twenty-five millions, nine hundred 
and ſeventy- ne thouſand, five hundred W 
aud ſerenty- nine Bures. Jy 88 n % 

The debt of France is then infigjtely = 
1% .confiderable in capital ahan/chat..of 
ingland though ceatly the Eee ia dhe 0 
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which is at leaſt 88 
including Scotland and Ireland, does not 
amount to quite Half the Population of | 
France, but allowing it does amount to 
Half, and ſuppoſing chat every individual 
y r "Pinch pays ten ores toward the in- 
2 the hundred urid ewetity-five'rhil- 
Bons of the national debt; every indivi- 
dual in England muſt pay toward che ſume 
ohe t Fibenty Livres, andi even me. fince 
Scotland does not contribute y and 
Trelaid not at all, having heir own'natio | 
mW 0 rife eee bee, 
Now, ſippoſing this teſdurees of Eng- 
land “and Dea mer the population 
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* * tne be e obſerved X 1 in France 
eve india i Wia dd 
x tee EIS " nly fubjee: 


gol s'\flicy are * 
aug dene eee ee more weal- 


a e e 85 
diſtribution of e 


rich in France pay very little. i, proportion. to 
their fortunes; and that and thoſe who 


F n r Nes Gt 4. A" Bo 


(ug U 
of the two kingdoms. Wan 


e nation in wy 


eee 
Which it ig evigdent, chat if England eerts 
and exhauſts eyery reſource, it may injure 
and prove detrimental to Erance, by forcing | 
it to make the like exertions; but it will 
neceſſarily fall long before; from the mo- 
ment that England ſhall be obliged. to | 
"HEE, BN. confined. ſyſtem in war, 
France, may then, without danger for 
herſelf or colonies, follow a more. frugal 
eee * 


be 1 


bind abuſe, which told 4 ci i in | England; 
and mtc Unt Harkois bile Mob ſuffer. From 
the moment when the divifion of taxes ſhall be- 
fome Joſt and impartial, e of things will be 
totally changed in France ; prope 1 no 
longer be 6pprefiſed/and/in mi Tf ve 

6k fo y reaſon to expect 2 it 


; and ſecondly, 
. and het rte bes two or 


den only, as propoſed in this work. 


en er ; * 


| 


- 


Ie endbinty | 
gOvernimettt' to anſhy 3 
gagements, — | 
cgeficitricy, ae . 
emp ket ot . 
| ; . 1 : mits 


G 6 
its his qwan- bonefigapce, and wo qbſemve 
the moſt rigid -onanory: en in | thai 
things judgedabſalntgly indifpentable | - 

"And 1wtlef thath — | 
bazordered thayevery your the wess and | 
diſburſements. of each. departwant of che 
State may be made public, that the. paves 


the expenditure, - 
Avi parkunded ths the band bes 
from this new arrangement could nog be = 
long unfelt, and wiſhing ta encourage the 
nation by the proſpe of this general goods = 
to. unite wick him every necefſary effort 
towards making good the defies an preſemm 
exiſting, the King hay annaynerd his in- 
| eee Gant ePe 
nation before the year aer 
As it is e e e 
dag and Nation, that the Ste General 
ſhould be rendered of all poſſible ut? 
and as chat utiluy depends yer aſat¹,j,ỹ 
on its formation, and. the a 
which it is conſtitutecd, it is f the! : 
WWW ; 
RIS OY: | one 
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one ſo vicious as the preſent; which the 
feudal government alone gave birth to, 
and which only owes its origin to revolt, 
e maſt afflicting to the nation, during the 
ſecond race of our kings. It is then allowa - 

dle; itiseven the duty of every Frenehman 
to make his ideas and opinions known on 
this ſubject, to obtain the countenance and 
approbation of the public; and particularly 
of that numerous claſs of citizens, 'who, 
though not belonging either to the order of 
clergy or nobility, do not form a lefs eſſen- 
tial and reſpectable part of the nation. 

From theſe principles, then, I will treat 
in the following chapter of the States Ge- 
neral, ſuch as they were in the firſt ages . 
of our monarchy; and then approach to a 
nearer period, that is to ſay, fince the 
feudal ſyſtem prevailed; and in demonſtra- | 
ting the imperfection of their organization 
from that period to the preſent time, 1 
ſhall propoſe a change to be adopted bene- 
ficial for the nation, and ſhew the utility, 
wiſdom, as well as neceſſity of this altera- 
tion, by proving the true principles of the 

< | Engliſh 


* 2 
 Englith' eaaiftituriod/a at 
A 
neral of the | Engliſh nation, and by this 
ſame developernent,” that the Parliament 
of Great Britain is exactly founded on the 

plan I propoſe, aud which will bring 
ck or dee nn 0d ancient 


1. WM tion. © "> . 12. 
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STATES. | GENERAL”. 
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Every pole has a n 7 Z 


erer e 

cal ſſtuation, and to the natural genius of 

e eee, eee 
991 99 bag, 2 25 + © ” have 


een e e 4 Aj : 
Fa * Independent, Heater! gmt im 
the French, it would be wo aſfimilate in 
every area the n, France to 
of Enland as for example : \ furro 
ed by fea, can ſubſiſt with Und forces; 


its fleets are its natural defence}; K Yana: en- 
veloped by ſo many ſurrounding” done, would | 
EP A TORSO AE 
. C4 GA ans, 
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of the King, both the legillative and exe- 


024 5 
have-ipmenably for. aft, 3 ei- 
vil and criminal laws, hd adminiſ- 
tration and police, Ge. YOON! 
In France/ our kwi.unite in the perſon 


a eee 


ans, Swi, G 6e. it ir bad nöt 1. 
its armies in proportion to the other neighbouring 
powers, and eſpecially fince thoſe powers have h 
regular and ſtanding ares. Set aſide every _ 
conſideration, then, our geographical ſituation re 
ders it neceſſary. to place in the hangs of, our ki * 
a greater military force, and 4 more extenſive 
power, thak that which 15 Topbich Monarch 
| NOT © 523504 
12 Thelegiſlative power, ako ive of 
cred of pris © N vor PH 6d 
4 ptvi by i 
———_— —2 2 2 the foot of the 
throne our remonſtrances and obſervations of the 
inconvenience of ſuch and ſuch laws; but theſe 
- remonſtrances once made, if our Monarch perſiſts 
in his reſolutions, our conſtitution or ains that 
p ſhould ſabmit; without. which, a King of 
rance would 1 y poſſeſs an ideal and imaginary 
power. In England, the King does not promul- 
gate the laws, but when the 8 which 18 


the States General of the Ei liſh nation, — 5 | 
dhe foot of the l 


i | 

( 5 
bus civil 3 er 
miniſtration; but thoſe reſpeQting the im 
poſts and fignorial. property, Me lawg of 
our conſtitution, exacts that the conſent fx 
the nation muſt be joined to that of the 
prince: it is on this point alone dba he 
will of the amm . 
ful oppoſition. Sil d as 
| Nevertheleſs, it muſt beconfelled, 2 
b 0 
tion, a vice derived from the feudal ſyſtem, - 
and which has often cauſed in che aſſembiy 


of our States private intereſt to qverbalance- LS 


hat of the public; and the ſuperior claſſes 
have, unjuſtly freed themſelyes | from a 
great part of the conttihutions, to throw 
op ge Non on, that claſs moſt op- 


1612 04 at ne 
. or ; and his appre - 
bation gives to this dtd fanRion- 
of x law, But in France ne King alone 
| has the power of creating the 44994; if his fubjeQs 
| had the liberty of diſclaimmg them, it would be 
no longer a raonarchica! government, but the 
completeft anarchy. The executives! power is the 
prerogative of employing » legtimats force againſt 
NOT INE ET. yri n 


- 
4 
: preſſed 
3 
- 
, ' 
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pteſſed, leaſt rich, and'i in x every roſpeK 
Jeaſt ſuited to bear it. | 

I.kt is, then, this radical vie that we muſt 
the States General of the kingdom: Their 
diviſion in three orders is evidently wrong, 
and contrary to the primitive conſtitution 
of our monarchy; it is therefore expedient 
and neceſſury to unite the two ſuperior 
orders into one, as the only method to 
render the States General uſeful and ſcon- 
ſtitutional; it is the only one that can ſe- 
eure the people from the inconvenience 
of an apparent majority, the conſequence | 
of which is oppreſſion to the nation, and 
an unjuſt and une qual dtviſton af taxes. 
This abuſe cannot, at this time, have any 
legal motive or even the pretext of one, 
ſince the nobility, who ip the feudal ſyſ- 
tem were obliged to equip themſelves. for 


| war, and fight forthe defence of the State at LY 


their own expence, are now, and have long 
ſince been, exempt from this duty, and 
_ by —_ King: and Nation. It is, 

| however, 


Nu 
(9) | 
however, to be obſer ved, tat the clergy, 
a the hüt 
they, as well As nde notes, publicly ac- 
knowledged, % That their firſt” title was 
5+ that of citizen, and from this title they 
% owed the example to the other clafſes'of 
« ſubmiſſion to the taws, and of equally 
« contributing to the charges _ 8 
cies of the State“ ? 

But tefore we develipe the lai of . 
generation, let us return to the early pe- 
' riods of our monarchy, to examine what 
was then the order and tate of things; 
rn nn. 
Wenne. * en ans 

THall conſider wende tres General 
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| neee 


Juſtice; for the ſums, 2 
| worſhip, and decent pore ot, its miniſters, 
once ſecured,” the Weener of all ecclehaſtical 
poſſetfivns belong in right to the obt. And what 
more ſacred employ, can be poſſibly made in fu- 
| tore of this ſuperabundant wealth, than to ease 
the burthens of the mays gl oer ah 
that * * *. — 
_ ; | ng, 


l 


2 
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it is known, is nothing more than the 


( a) 4 | 5 
Flrſt, As they were originally, and du- 


ring the firſt race of our Kings. 


Second, Such as: eee : 
ſecond race; and from that epocha, when 


litary, : who from ſubjects as they were, 
created themſelves, by their on autho- 


RY r 


' Third, Such as they CL at 
that period to the pteſeut moment; and | 
ſhew the great defect in their organiaation 
from that epocha, which gave birth to tus 
feudal governtnent; how fatal it has pro» · 
ved to the people, or, in other words, to 


de nation; and then propoſe the method 


that is natural and conformable to the true 
principles of the monarchy, a means which 


will eſfectually temove this inconveni- 
once, and render the States General, truly 


ig coperſqniatives of avg nation, 


"The vilay of chis method witths/ evi. F 


dent, by unfolding the: principles of the 
Parliament of Great Btitzin, (which, as 


| States 


juſtiev, us well as fromthe information of = 
dur historical revorde and monurnemts, 
that the former | 


1 


= 


cChaſſes cantoproſerved;;'w the legal pow | 


« * 5 7 
. 
by this developementiſhery, chat the otga- 
nisation of their Parkamem is very ſimi- 
lar 30 that of our ancient States Generdl, 
It is to this conſtitutional form I propoſe 
returning, as the only one by which the 
acknowledged prerogatives of the ſuperior 


er, all ns energy amd force; and to the 
people, "heir un nd indelible 
nb. ee 

he e, 1 


a eee n | Bade bad originally no 


rights, and-enjoyoil ge or no privileges; / 
bliſked, that they hadhfAlll eſs than before. 
But] aſſart, boch from matunil reaſom an 


opinion i9'tetally.errone- = 
„an and dhe Kaen Tresen Ane, 
mothing s for che datety uf che people, 
which was the reſult of the foudil-or'arifto- 


-eratic povernment, could never he been 
* 


ſelf 


a 63 30) i 
| irſelE/ owed, its origin, and: was founded 
only on the rebellion; and felony of the 
officers of the ſtate and crown, which 
rebellion could never give legitimate 
rights. Und GH wot 
But we will enen was the: ci- 
vil ſtate of the Gauls-before: the conqueſt 
nion; and likewiſe what was the ſtate of 
the French in the foreſts of Germany, 
before their entrance into Gaubw. 
It is well known that the Gauls were 
perfectly free before Cæſar: he conquered 
decem in true, dane hee 
— who eech 
ſelves; but they enjoyed all the liberty of 
allowed, according to their talents and abi- 
Cæſar and the imperial dignity ; ſince we 
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dem and purple was conferred on dem e 
which proves to a certainty that the Gauls, 
though a conquered nation, were ſubjects, 
not the ſlaves of Rome; nor had the Ro- 
ee eee e i 
and priſoners of war. ibu un . 
ade reste ed, dn een before 
the conqueſt by Cæſar, nor after that pe- 


's TE ypc —.— at Nies: 4 
eptimius Severus was driginally of Gaul; Ca- 
racalla'was born at Lyoris ;- Carus t Narbonne; 
Wenne 1 2 2 Ne 
ra Was A us 
elt, K. Ina ee e f e. 
metated but theſs a mote! than — | 
Prove che truth of my aſſertion, N, 2. PU SOM 
+ Ifit is ſaid, that the Gauls appeared to haye 
been in a ate of ſubjeftion to their Druids. hall 
obſerve, that the tyranny \theſe prieſts exerciſed 
| fone on the Gauls, , was iy of te pe | 


1, founded © 
127 E L:0 to hi * 3085 Pond 


Rome too long arrogated to th ſelves . ö 


"at and every European ſtate. n 
this authority, uſurped by the Druids, was 
m= the more criminal, as they could only have 
er [ „  wained 


00 * * 
— eee, a'focal Rate; at 
the 3 che ym mvaded 
Gaul. C41 
1 . redat 
the Franks who left Germany vo ſottle in 
Gaul were equally ſo; ſor in their toreſts 
Le une un acer aue n hae 
Aves than captves i war from, 
It may be faid, perhaps, that gn the 
invaſion of Gaul by the Franks, che Gauls 
were {ubdued, and therefare.it is preſume» -- 
able became their ſlaves; but this-was not 
the caſe, for the Franks had to combat not 
ie Gauls but the Romans 3 nat. did they 
deprive the e 
rare. . 
Aſtanee to che Franks, but received: them 


maler ns fd than os aneniles'5 and iis 


Z 


the 3 


for, their een | 
© eaſily 


s 


abakng the epd, and men 1 


e 
eaſily accounted for, At the period of 
the invaſion: by the Franks,” the Gauls 
were then and had been long weary of 
in every part of the Roman empire, occa- 
ſtoned by the civil wars continually re- 
the Imperial throne: the conſequenoe of 
theſe wars to the Gauls was, at one time to 
de expoſed to the plurmdeting of the Ro- 
man legions, divided among themſelves, 
aud at others to be left abandoned and 
without defence agairſſt the ine urfions of 
the! diners, pooghe be wee e 
many. Js ee 22544 
TO theſe colic #h Joined atio- | 
ther, ſtill more powerful ; the Chriſtian: 
religion was then divided into numerous 
ſects, who cruelly perſecuted each other: 
the moſt prevailing one gt that time was 
Arianiſm, which reigned in Spain, Italy, 
and in the Faſtern empire, bit had not 
penetrated i into Gaul; and the Gallic . 

| * dreading till more the Arianiſm of 
D | Wy 
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the Romans than the idolatry of the 
Franks, “ prevailed on the Gauls not to 
make any oppoſition to this progreſs of 
the Franks, who were not tlieir enemies, 
but thoſe of the Romans. The event 
proved the wiſdam of this political coun- 
cil, for the Franks left the Gauls in quiet 
tos; of their. hw privileges, and 

'* This $termination, frogs catholic biſhops 


need” not ſurpriſe us, when we recollect that the 
| hiſtory of all ages proves the different ſets of 


each religion. are more eſtranged one the | 


other, (eſpecially when the govetnment of the 
country oppreſſes one to favput the other) than 


from the proſeſſors of a religion tatally oppoſite. 


Without ſeeking examples in the Chriſtian reli- 


gion, we will turn to the Mahometan, which is 
divided into two principal ſects, that of Omar and 
Ali; the partifans of theſt ſocts are more invete- 
rate againſt each other than againſt the Chriſtians 
themſelyes,: _. | 

The Gallic biſhops, likewiſe, knew that it 
would be eaſy, by the influence they poſſeſſed over 
the minis of the people, added to the conſideration 
of palitical views, to induce Clovis, and from his 
example, the Franks in general, to embrace the 
Chriſtian religion; and Na Og ſo in the 


event. | 
Pro- 


(. 
| prupeity, and wee not lang beſore they | 
united and incorporated with them, by 
embcating the Chriſtian religion, frotii 
the example of Clovis, their frings. v1 
I it is obſerved by tha p ; of ſers 


pofſefled by the Franks was audi: the 
denomination of the Salique lands, and 
that the; e did den dae 

— howevet;is oftioeight; 
for the domains 'poſitfied by the Franks 
hw (which did not permit them to paſs 
in the female line): were domains taken 
from the Romans, not from the Cala, 


among them according to \the or 
of the Salique law, which conti 
9 þ HE C29. | D 2- 
; 7 . | * : 
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I 
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e ch Be te Roman 
laws did among the Gauls .“ 


It is for this reaſon alone that the do- 
mains of the Gauls were denominated 
Salique lands, becauſe they were under 
the government of the Roman laws, which 
did not permit landed eſtates to paſs in the 
female dine. From this, then, it cannot 
be concluded” that there as the leaſt diſ- 
tinction as citizens, ern Frank who 
a Gaul, who held them renne wks | 
Roman laws. i Bi hg) lh} aft 
It may, perhaps, be 5 obſerved by 
theſe partiſans of ſlavery; that, as afatther 
proof, patt at leaſt of the Gallic nation 
were reduced to ſervitude; in a- parlia- 
ment held at Aix-la- Chapelle in 796, 
Charlemague forbids: the biſops, by a 
capitulary, from ordaining any bodmam or 
ſlave, unleſs he has been. freed, or any 
* . his permiſſion. Char- 


esu 


* See the ert Waal ehe Hiſtory of! France, 


1 the Prefident Henault; p. 117. 
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nenne chen himſelf acknowledged that 
there were ſlaves ; and conſequently the 
theſe ſlaves. To this I reply, they were 
' Zens, - and the equals of the Franks; 
that theſe ſlaves ſpoken of in the ordi- 
nance of Charlemagne were neither Franks 
nor Gauls, but were priſoners of war, or 
dieſcended from thoſe made by Clovis and 
his ſueceſſors, taken from the Viſigoths, 
Burgundians, the Huns or Hungarians, 
the Saracens, Saxons, and other barba- 
rous people, tranſplanted at different pe- 
riods into France by our kings, or made 
priſoners on the field of battle; and in 
either of theſe caſes they were reduced to 
ſlavery, according to the rules of war at 
that time practiſed. Such were the ſlaves 
then exiſting in Franpe, and ſuch their 
origin. It is not ſurpriſing that they and 
their deſcendents embraced Qbriſtianicy, 
when the whole nation of the Fr ranks did 
ſo upon their eſtabliſhment in Gaul. Theſe 
ber 204k are not to be confounded, then. 
„ wm 
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with eituer the Franks or the Gaul, who | 
_ were both perfectly free, and always con- 


tinued ſo till the fatal epochs of the'feudal , 


government; an unnatural ſyſtem, which, 
during ſeveral centuries, degraded the na- 
tion, and ſubdued it to the yoke of ariſto- 
eratieal power, which power owed its ex- 
iſtence only to the rebellion of the civil 
and military officers dae the 
wetknels of regal power.. | 

It is then evident, tee, pecan 
ing of the Franks, and yet aſter their 
invaſion, every individual Frank or Gaul 
were all equal as-citizens ; and likewiſe, 
| that the ſlaves in France befure Charle- 
magne, or during his reign, only became 
ſuch from the fate of war, and conformable . 
to the military laws then practiſed in Eu- 
foended- from the Huns, Viſigoths, | Sara: | 
- gens, and German nations, with whom 


Ann; eee ee W e 
War. 5 
We now proceed 8 * | 
nn : 
$4 * 1 clyding . 
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cluding Obarlenmite; Ute wit the form 
and conſtitution of the Parliametits or | 
States General of the French nation. 

We have thewn, ee 0 . 
who firſt eſtabliſhed his empire in Gaul 
and united then under his dominion; the 
to make any oppoſition to this conqueror, 
who was otily an enemy to the Romans ; 
and the reſult of this conduct was, that 
very ſoon after, Cloyis and the Franks 
embracing Chriſtianity, united with the 
Gauls, and frotti that petkel became gag 
ang the lame ene aenens 

n n e wile the Provks:eg 
to aſſetmble once 4 year in an open field, 
and there to deliberate on their public con · 
cerhs and affairs, which'confiſted chiefly, 
while they inhabited the fofeſts bf Ger- 
many, of their operations] in war, and of 
„5 - From 
the moment they were in 
Gaul, and were incorparated with, the 
3 the likewiſe formed a 


n part 


| 6 #1) . it. 
part of theſe aſſemblies... While they 


treated merely of military concerns, the 


warriors only of the two nations were 
preſent; but the intereſts, « of both people 
ſoon obliged Clovis to unite with the war- 
riors other claſſes of the citizens, to treat 


in theſe aſſemblies of other. national con- 
cerns; of their taxes, laws, and govern- 
ment, without which a ſocial ſtate, much 
more a great and powerful aer cannot 
ae eee 
} _ , Clovis 
Besides theſe parliaments or aſſemblies in the 
field of Mars, where the national affairs were 
diſcuſſed, there was from the beginning of the 
monarchy. afſizes or courts of juſtice for indivi- 
duals, which gave a final judgement both in civil 
and criminal caſes. Thats alfies were held in 
the palaces of our kings, and at their pleaſure, 
aud the counts of the palace always provided; 
nor had they.any thing 1 in common with. the na- 
tional aſſemblies held in tlie field of Mars. The 
ſuperior tribonals created at different periods by 
our ki iogs, under the denomination of parliaments, 
| were in lieu of and ſucceeded theſe affizes or courts 
of juſtice. The members of theſe different tri- 
bunals were never, by their own confeffion, the 
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+ Clovis bad me ap dagen. 
Nn. . | wi: . ſhops, 
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repreſentatives of the ds WOE [the 
King $ officers for the adminiſtration of juſtice. 
To convince that theſe courts of juſtice and 
tribunals denominated parliaments were ſolely the 
work of our kings, and at their diſpoſal, we need 
only to obſerve, that under. the two. firſt races of - 
our kings the counts of the palace 3 at 
theſe courts, held in the royal palaces. There 
« all contentious affairs were 9 and 
„ judgements of the inferior courts annulled. 
« This court” was compoſed of lords, called Pro- 
. ceres, and learned men, Doftores Lum, who 
all gave their judgements alike.” 3 Theſe judge- 
« ments were entitled, In an audience held in our 
% palace to hear and judge the cauſes F ail our fub- 
« jefs; which is unimportant to remark, as this 
+ form of title diſtinguiſhes more clearly in the 
« ancient annals of our hiſtory the courts of juſ- 


„ tice of our kings from the aſſemblies in the 


„ field of Mars, and takes: away/all idea of our 
% parliaments at preſent proceeding from thoſe = 
7 great and numerous aſſemblies by. the reſem- 
© blance-of the word Parliament.” Hiſtory of ; 
|| Franc, byes Prefident Henablt, vol. i. p. 374. 
Philip le Bel, by fixing:the parliament of Paris, 
which: exiſted in 1294, created * this . 
W Lord ee nn 


1 


| K 42 F 
ſhops, and too much zeal for the religion 


he had embraced, iro theſe bi- 
_ The ereation of the parſiandent of Duuphiny 


was in 1453, by Louis XI, when Dauphin, and 
way ratified two * ane n his 


| The een of Müde 8 
Louis KI. in 1462, and eee nl Yue 
of Toulouſe. 
The parliament of Burgandy a cruel, In 
1477 by the ſame monarch. 
In 1499, Louis XII. erected 1 
court of Normandy, n 


Parliament. 

In 1 $01, the fame king created r 
of Provence. 

In 1515, Francis I. created the parliament of 
Milan. 


I II. the of 
In 1554, Henry cred parliament 


y 
In 1620, Louis XII. erected the council of 
Bearn) into a parliament. 7 

in 1633. the fame king c the parliament 
of Metz. BY 

In 1668, the creation of a forerelgr council at 
Tournay, by Louis XIV. erected a parliament by 
ENG 2686, and rundhprres to Donar 

1713. 


The fame king caſed ts packaont of 
And 
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officers t are. — | + 4» Ch 
11 E there never would have ariſen 
_ theſe diffentions and variances that have beet! 
a law had exiſted to forbid any magiſtrate from 
| deliberating and deciding on the public affairs till 
the age of thirty:five or forty; This u is the 
| mort” neceſſary in this chultry, u the French, 
do not arrive at maturity ſo ſoon ag the people of 
| other Eyropean nations : and hib ſolidity-of un- 
derſtanding is as neceſſary and in the 
diſcuſſion of all public buſineſs, as inexperience 
and too great ardour is prejudicial and deſtrue- 


Lal | | 


— 


. . 
religion they revered. Such was, in 
France, from the reign of the firſt mo- 


narch, the origin of the power and privi- 5 


leges of the clever The aflemblies in 
the field of Mars, ſince called parliaments, 
were, it is evident, from the time of Clo- 
vis, compoſed of the laity and clergy; 
and the piety of our fathers gave to the 
clergy in thoſe aſſemblies the precedence, 
from which the clergy have ſtiled them- 
ſelves the firſt order of the State. | 

hut if the clergy were then conſidered 
as an eminent order, from feſpect to the 
facred office they filled, it was the only one 
then in the State. There were officers 
of different ranks, both civil and military; 
and theſe officers, whether Franks or 
Gauls, enjoyed conſideration and power 
annexed to their places; but this by no 
means conſtituted them a diſtin& claſs 
from the reſt of the nation. There was 
then no body of nobility in the kingdom · 
In lege Salicd, nabilium nulla fit mentio ; 
There is no mention made of nobles i in 
<the Saliquelaw," &c. M.deValois, p. 485. 
: The 


mare er leſs eminent. Which gaye them, 


* 
| 
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The remainder of this, paſſage is equally 


dere ene Gale Dubois on 
. the ſame ſubject. A ty ff itt; 4 oe 5 


Lx is certain-the titles of dukes, 3 
mayor of the palaces Acc. did not conſti- 
tute, them nobles in France, but merely 
charsctetized them qa men inveſted by 
our kings with dignities-Givil and military, 


it is true, the weight and con ſequence 
ueceſſacily attached to ac high poſt, but 
which did not, on that account, make. 
thema diſtintt claſs of citizens 3 they, - 
were the firſt, but neyer conſidered as ſe- 
parate frem the reſt; nor was there an 
te had endowed with 
talents and genius, who could not attain, 


g r ut on mn to theſe ſame dignities,* 


© 7. © 6 on b 
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40 The Chancellor: de l gs gs: 


courſe on the States General of 1660, ſaid that 
there was nb. one perſon in the. Gies ho 
might not attain to either church. &vil; or mili- 


tary dignities. See the Hiſtory of France, by La 


Popelinĩere.— This great man was a living proof 


qf what he advanced, as he was himſelf the ſon of 
k + 2 | a phy- 


0 


f Wenke k enapusbehegt üy wur Gn 
euſtoms, that birth or family had nothing 
to do with the diſtribution of theſe digni- 
ties, and that they were, as they now are, 
the conſequence of favour and eſteem of 
the ſovereign, I ſhall obſerve, that at pre- 
ſent, in the civil department; the titles 
of intendant, counſellor of State, firſt 
preſident, or chancellor; and in the mili- 
tary, the different ranks of eolonel, eute- 
nant general, marechal of Franbe, does 
not indicate a difference-of birth- between 
thoſe who are inveſted with theſo titles; 
for a chancellor, who is the ſecond perſon 
in the ſtate, may be of a family leſt an- 
ciem than that of a imple inte dest, or 


„ 


2 a aha the Hiſory of Frags, by'the 
Preſident Henault, vol, i. p. 117, ſaye, The 
** Gauls and Franks, whatever might be their 
1 birth, had a right to places and governments ; 
© and were, in time of wat, under the authority 
af the prince who governed them“ And he 
continues, ſpeaking of Marathen,'** The conſtitu- 
tion of the kingdom of France is ſo excellent, 
** that it never excluded, and never will exclade, 
citizens born even in the loweſt ſtate, pq 
the moſt elevated dignities,” - = 

| be, 


* | " 1. | 
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be, in fact, a mate. plebeian/; * 
military line, 4 ſaus lieutenant may bea 
good a gentleman, or of a. more ancient 
family than a marechal of France, who 
might, poſbbly bo only a ſoldier of fortune, 
_ raiſed by his merit and great actions: in 
a word, theſe titles only indicated the dif- 
ferent ranks and degrees of honour. 
It is thus again that a duke and peer 
to that of a count or a marquis, and never - 
theleſs the marquis or count may be of a. 
mord noble and antient family than the 
ee Ne EAR 
_ tenfive prerqgati vas. 

But this equality between the vations 
began;no Gs eee under | 


t * not bo neee here, | 
that the common opinion, ü ee! the 
ere time of Charle very erro- 
neous, ' merely i ima "Tho phony can 
only be dated from the ae cen Cabin 
N have had an origin fimilar it of” fas 
they became hereditary. pon 
riods are diſtingyiſbable in the peerage, at 
which times this eminent. Agnity 9 divers 


e 24. * : 
28 the 
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the later reigns of Armee race of 91 : 
kings, when the mayors bf the pillacey = 
profiting by the weaknefs and deblliry E 
our princes, appointed theit own creature? 
to the higheſt poſts, and at laſt Attainel to 
making thoſe places hereditary and tranſ- 
mitting them to their poſſerity- T His did 
not yet form a diſtin&@body oFnobitity, but! 
it eſtabliſhed a hierarchy, which ſoohier 7 
or later, could not fail of gibihg birth 5 : 
a claſs. of citizens. diſtinct from the 
The firſt effect of his fixed ' hy 
was the depoſing of Childeric HI. laſt of 
the Marovingian line; und che elevation of 
Pepin, ſon of Charles Marvel; and father | 
of Charlemagney wihetthitone, <1! / (| 
The dignat ſerviced pf ay Tu: g 
who preſerved France ope 
from the invaſion I of, the 93555 re bl 
yoke of. Mahometaniſm ; the . | 
and energy of Pepin,” his Jon; z and and che 
Sies hh conguelt, Ras agg great qua- 
lities of. Charlemagne, ſuſpended the . 
 volutior3and comrnanded the ; reſpect Abd 
obedience. of his nhl but u 28 


| 


the wedk and. dafortupace Lewis the! Der # 


depoſed and reinftdted-in turns by his ſons 
and che great officers of ſtate, accuſtomed 


| 'p i "of E | ing 


ew) 


bonnair it broke forth ʒ and this monarchy 


Charles the Bald acid moſt of the fiiccefs | 

fors:of Louis, being either weak or uti- 

a the feudal eee | 
Ade aa Mn. Jah: Aden 


| conſtitution of the monarchy, and by im- 


paiting the royal authority, this unnatural 


cem took pcs, and plunged the tration: 
into flavery 3 by clevating' ſome few: in» 


dividuals, cauſed the greateſt calamitics to 


the peopte during many ages, and reduced 
them to che loweſt degree of 'contempt : 


and even at this day, notwithſtanding the 
| eee ee 


by che general with of 
there ſtill remains but 
it- The ce. which 
redy/abolidh6dj ande unequal and abu - 
fivediſtribution of taxes that this monarch 
ſeeks likewiſe to remove; are two remain- 


pas > ena 
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ing ſoourges we owe to the ane, 
dem. HUT! 2102 11 | Nr. 0 2 ö ate 
We now arrive at that epocha, bob | 
the ariſtocratic or feudal-fyſtem'put anew. 
face on the order of things: We have ob- 
ſierved, that, under the firſt race of our 
kings, all the citizens enjoyed an equality 
from their birth, and that the only dif- 
ference and diſtinction atnong them aroſe 
from the favour of the monarch, who con- 
ferred places and rauks, both in the civil 
and military line, on theit ſubjects, he- 
ther Franks or Gauls, who they judged 
moſt worthy. We have ſaid, conformable 
to the records of our hiſtory, that theſe 
places and dignities were remoyeable at 
the will and pleaſure of the and 
conſequently not hereditary. V We bave. 
ſhewn, during three hundred years, that 
the firſt race of our kings filled the throne; 
the nobles did not form a body apart in the 
kingdom; and that theSalique law acknow-: 
| ledged none. Such was the ſtate of things 
in France for three centuries. and more,: 
but, under the ſecond race, a new ſpecies. 
my A ID of 
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of pofſeſoh was eſtabliſhed, e the 
name of Fig; and a claſs aroſe from the 
very boſom of the nation, which uod 
came foreign and eſtranged from it. 
The dukes ot governors of W 1 
the counts or governors of cities, and other 
officers of inferior rank, all proſited by the 
decline and weakneſs of the royal autho- 
rity, and engroſſed titles and power, which 
till then they had only poſſeſſed during 
the pleaſure of the king, and while metit- 
ing his confidence; rendered them here- 
ditaty in their families; and having uſur- 
ped” the lands under the jutiſdiction of 
their governments, they created | them- 
ſelves, from their own authority, lords and 
proprietors of thoſe! places where they 
were only the magiſtrates, either in the 
civil or military department. The nobi- 
lity, unknown in France till the poſſeſſion 
of fiefs, commenced with this now ſcighi- 
ory : ſo that it was the poſſeſſion, or ra- 
ther the uſurpation of lands, which made 
the e becauſe it gave them a _ 
Bt 


5 u prevailed, below the very brute itſelf. 
Thus was the nation puniſhed du- 


(429 


| of ſap alle v. br ad 
turn ſub- vaſſals. o 3011514 


and the uſurpatiou af lands in their juriſ- 


diction, aroſe the Feuda / Sam : a ſyſtem 
founded on the oppreſſion of the nation as 
well as of individuals, which transformed 
froe · born citizens into ſlaves ; in a word, 
which made the bandwan and villain, and 
eſtabliſhed thoſe abominable and infamqus 


euſtoms, that could proceed only from an 


exceſs, of tytanny, the moſt inconceivable 
that ever exiſted ; ſuch as the right of 


Cufſage, bc: rights as ahſurd as they were 


tyrannical, and which debaſed man where 


tag ſeveral centuries, for ſuffeting en- 
erdachments on the royal authority The 


traces: which ſtil} remain of the Feudal 
fyſtem, are for us ſo many ſpeaking mo- 


nitors, to ſhew what will again ariſe, if 


at any time we are fo far loſt as to ſuffer 


„ to prevail over 
the 


? 


ts) 


| — c ig ene 
Such was in France the ſtate of things, 
when the Carlovingian race became ex- 
tinct in che perſon of Louis V. und that 


Hugh Capet, r nes. 


mounted the throne,* | | MY, 
This king, en lis e 


had lang to ſtruggle againſt the power of | 


the nobility, and only. obtained the repal- 
ſeſſion of the 
ferfibly uniting what had been ufürped 


by the great and ſimaller fiefs, by eſtab- 


liſhing the commonalty, by enframchiſng 
| ke db el toe: Ina tbo =. 


| v2 f „a weren vol 
„ b ni difererics" besen Reps Ged 
king ef the ſecond race, and Hugh Caper, firſt 


Hing of the third race, is, that Pepin took poſieſ- 
ſiom of the throne during the life uf Childeric III. 


his legitimate king. and who had, befides; a bn! 


and Hugh Capet did not aſcond the throne, though 


with the conſent of the nation, till aſter cha depth | 


Louis V. laſt of the-Carlovingian pace; who, 


ing without children,” leſt — mp mom wed 
deemed waworthy of 


Charles, duke of Lorraine, 


the crown, and whoſe "children. befide did not 
r odw eee eilen. 


e "ing 


the authority and logſtative power of che 


rights of the crown; by in- 


e 
ing the authority of the magst rights and 


judicial prerogatives.® 199 egi 
a 2 "ie 2 5 \ a ht t * ris n Louis 
* 
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» 71 1 hoy been under the neceſſity. of ;ſhewing 
the origin of the Hobility in France, c f the 
period according to the records of , Our hiſtory, 
and to ſpeak of the unfortunate” conſequences 
of the Feudal ſyſtem. But, greatly as I deteſt 
the principles of that ſyſtem, I am. Ar 
averſe to-thinking that the' order of nobi Mh 
now, or has been for ſome time paſt, un order 
hurtful or prejudicial to the nation: —— — from 
it, that I am perſuaded a patrician claſs i 

ſary in A monarchy ; and think, on ſor 

ions,” that order, fuch "as ir at beg rike 
would” bea defence againft arbitrary power;' or 
anarchy, - which is till worſe (for in the Feudal 
ariſtocracy, which was really anarchy, che nobi- 
lity, who enſlaved the reſt of the nation, found 
themſelves; in their turn, in the ſtricteſt and moſt 
humiliating dependence on a few of the moſt 
powerful of the nobles; as thoſe of Poland are at 
this dayt it is then equally the i of the no- 
bility of France, as that of the reſt of the nation, 
to ſupport and defend the royal authority; and to 
oppoſe, in the ſtrongeſt manner, every ariſtocrati- 
cal fyſtem) ; I am convinced, that the order of 
nobles may give riſe to uſeful emulation id the 
other elaſſes of citizens ; und am equally fo, that 
our nobility, who are particularly deſtined to the 
military — who have * ſhed their blood 


4 T - in 


ee eee ee er 
in the honour and defence of their coun! | 
Tong fince legitimated” thoſe diſtinAions they en- 
joy and have merited from the nation; but add, 
it muſt not be congluded that it is only the in- 
dividuals of that,order who.can pretend to ba- 
nours and diſtinftions, and above all, to the glory 
has proved, that ran u have been: found in all 
ranks, in every claſs,” The nobility, e fax. from 
pretending they are exempt from.contributng to 
me charges and exigenches of the ſtate, ought to 
be the firft to give an example oi diſintereſtod pa- 

rriotiſny, which, this ardex,certainly Gag he laſt 


woe yo Pb Lee 3 <a 
wiſe, that in Engiahd, where 


_ I] muſt obſerve 
the rights of eycry citizen is equally reſpeRed, the 
revenves of the church ray the ame coptribations 
— the ſtate as the poſſeſſions of the J 
and country houſes are taxed ac 


64 

a dhird order knce.hoefiaididment of tho 
-nobles, and was admitted under the de- 
nomination af the Third Eſtate only in 
zog. under Philip le Bel. Before that 
epocha they had no doubt been admitted; 
ſince We read in Saveren; that in 1183, 
When Philip Auguſtus aſſembled the States 
General at Pans, the Cruſade having been 
determined on, Philip eftabliſhed the Sala- 
dine Tube, with the condentof the clergy and 
People. Theſe are the worde: . Et prop- 
tet han inſtantem heceffitatem, oppido 
enim iter higrofolymigauura. rex affects. 
'4 bat,:cumaſſenſur-clets-)er- -populi, quaſ- 
dam decimas ab omtibus accipiefi 
v eſſe, co. tantüm anne..decrevit 3 dur 
„dees ande Bene Sa. Dy 
- It is eafy to conceive that, as" the'pri 
neee of the 3 
been ſubverved by the Feudal ſyſtem, there 
muſt haye been a continual fluctuation of 
Principles in the government, as the balance 
of power inelined either on one ſide or the 
other, in — or their'vaſ. 
| ſals; 


6 087 5. 
Abe recited reigh 
of Philip le Bel, the people have evet ap- 
peared in the national aſſernblies under the 
denomination of the Third Eſ tate 

- Theſe aſſernblies, then, baving! been 
three orders, Deren Nobility, 
and Third Eſtate, it is dn this ' poimt»of 
view we muſt at preſent oonſider them. 
rr 
favouring the intereſts; of the privileged 
claſſes, which, we will ſuppoſe, amoutit 
to My or fixty thouſanid) individuals; muſt 
neceſſarily be contrary tu the true intereſts 
dividuals. This diviſion, like wiſe, of three 
orders, has oſten heen che cauſe that the 
aſſembly af the States General have met 
and ſeparated, either without concluding 
any thing, or elſe reſalutions 
and meaſures contrary to the good of the 
nation at large, and wholly to the advan- 
tage of the! two ſuperior ones. The rea- 
232 ſons 


0 
ſons for this conduct are obvious and na- 
tural; for, conſidering thendſelves as pri- 
vileged, as poſſeſſing great wWeulth, and 
eſpecially as deſcending from he body ef 
the nobles, the biſhops, and dignified 
clergy, have neceſſarily the ſame yiews 
and iutereſts with that of nobility. The 
clergy, then, forming one diſtinct order 
in the States General, and the nobles an- 
other, the conſequence has heen; that on 
every occaſion, when the intereſt of theſe 
two orders (which are in general the fame) 
have been contrary to that of the nation, ot 
third eſtate, it his followed, that as the 
votes are takeri in claſſes, and not perſonal- 
ly, whenever-there has been ihe ſmalleſt 
majority. in the order of the nobles and 
clergy,” one voice only; in favour of an 
opinion contrary to the inteteſt of the na- 
tion at large, and favouting theirs j in that 
caſe, not only the / fuſfrages of the citi- 
ꝛzeus, who had voted for the general good, 
are accounted null, and of none effect 3 
but the voice of the third eſtate,” though 


I to. the Segel wiſh, is over- 
5 come, 


Cap. 5. 
come, and of no account; whilſt the 
rity of the other. 15 eig r 
Such is the radical vice of our States 
General; from which it reſults, that; far 
from being always: uſeful tothe nation, 
they have more than once been ſourer 
of — — 
ſame formation fubliſtss. © 1110956 2h 
The defect in the: organization of our 
States General is then evident, and muſt 
a de felt by all. ena rer 


Err e eee 
become one, Re 
tinct bodies in the ſtate ; and this plan, 
ſo ſimple, natural, and conformable to 
reaſhe, may be effebted without any hurt- 
1 ful 


r 
dels dab. Theceful will be the grod 
and proſperity of the nation at large, the 
reſtoration of its lawful rights, aud the 
preſervation of thoſe uf the throne 5 in a 
. eee e, Kaner. 
monarch al. 7 
We may now inveſtigate endif, oo 
effects which will reſult from theſe two 
orders becoming one. It will neceſſarily 
happen, whenever any new duty of im- 
Poſt ſhall be W 


AJ * unn 1 v 1191 0 


® In propofing this union of the wh orders ot 
ſuperior clergy and nobles, I mean that the peers, 
both eccleſiaſtical and lay, ſhould form a part; and 
be born members of the ſinſt order ig che oſſem- 
| bly of the States General, and have ee from ; 
tight, without being elected. 
be veſt of the 'picletes and titled "nobility 
ſhould, chuſe among, che clergy and body of the 
their repreſentatives, and take their ſeat 
with the peers. Finally, the order of the third 
eftate would be compoſed 9 oo n 
the people. r t * 


It 3 18 not neceſſary to. add, 55 We 
holders ſhould have the right cle ing A e . 
* NM N e — G 
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tial a e ce a ite 
ſubmitted to the confideration of the 0 
orders; and in this caſe, Firſt, the ſuſſftage 
and votes of one ordet will be inſufficient, 

and of no eſſect, in the vonſtituting a la 
the concurrence of both will be neceſſary. 
Second, when the majority of the two or · 
ders unite in rejecting any matter ſubenit- 
wed to cheir conſideration, it will be totally 
votes are equal, it will be allowable; at a 
pred petiod, to reſume the object in oon · 
Gderation; - And, Fourth, when che ma- 
jority of voices ſhall be favourable to the 
object propoſed, it will then be carried to 
che foot of the throne, and the king by 
his apptobation will give it the force and 

ſanction of law, or, by repealing, make it 
void; for, in a monarchy, #here can be no 
and having the royal ſanction; Suppoſing 
this to be the caſe, then, it is evident that 
the rights of che people, che privileges of | 
the ſuperior order, and thofg of the-mo- 
$73 | narch, 


| 
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(62) | 
narch, would be reid preſerved and 
reſpoRted M9 ak wo bort! 

On bee the third e orthar 
of the people, could not conſent” to any 
reſolution or impoſt, without the majority 
of che ſuperior ones, who, on their part, 
would be equally limited, without the 
conſent of che inferior claſs'; from which 
it would neceſſarily reſült, that the firſt 
order could not throw all the charges and 
burdens on the people 3 as the conſent of 


| their repreſentatives muſt be had, before 


any bill could be laid before the monarch. 
By the ſame rule, the third eſtate could 
not infringe the conſtitutional prerogatives 
of the ſuperior claſs; ſiuce they would 
themſelves have the power to reject every 
propoſal that ſhould attempt their lawoful 
1 a word, nn ndtaffger 
r ſanction only; 

as be monarch alone, by virtue of his pre- 
rogative, ought to judge of the neceſſity 
and expediency of any law propoſed. 
ren n But 


. 


But ould it be objefied. that the tw 
orders, by an obſtinate and reciprocal op- 
poſitiou, heſitate and remain inaGtive, — 
thing could be done, or decided on. 
this it may be ſaid, that every ela 
body, as well as individuals, are only 
guilty of errors and orimes, when favoured- 
by obſcutity, or countenanced by num- 
bers; they then hope to eſcape the eye of 
juſtice, or that of the public: and in the 
preſent exiſtence of the three orders, each 
of the ſuperior ones may hope to eſcape 
the national cenſure, by condemning each 
other: but, in the plan propoſed, if tbe 
ſuperior order, or that of the third eſtate, 
ſhould allow themſelves, when diſeuſſing 
the public and national concerns, to liſten 
to their own, or to attempt violating the 
ſacred. rights of the nation, ſacrificing its 
intereſt to that of private ox ſelfiſh views, 
it could not be long concealed: for the 
voice of the nation would be heard, and 
general indignation, ſupported by the 
power of — would: faon-coms- 
pel and bring back to duty that order 
| which 
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(64 ) 
which ſhould have dared to ſuerve from | 
it. This objection, then, far from argu- 
ing againſt the reform -propoſed, only 
confirms and demonſtrates the \necellity 
of it. "= | | iat ood rt a 17 
Such, than, ml be tht conflicutien 
and form given to our States General, to 
render them truly national and uſeful, and 
to eſcape the many inconveniences ariſing 
from the preſent diyifion of three orders ; 
in a word, to prevent the two ſuperior 
orders, by the ſhadow of an apparent ma- 
Jority, to prevail, and thereby adopt reſo- 
lations hurtful to e png nation 
W Ts. | 
Ibis ſyſtem is, no Heating: eaſy. and 
ſimple 3 too much ſa, perhaps, to obtain 
the ſuffrage of thoſe; who perſuade them · 
ſelves, that nothing can be good or great, 
but what is complicated and unintelligibte. 
Thoſe who have a knowledge of the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution, conſider it, in many re 
ſpects, as a monument of human wiſe 
dom. But, eſpecially for that claſs, who 
are unacquainted with our own as well as 

chat 


coy" 
that of England, and who are {6 enthuſt· 
aſtio in favour of Engliſh" government, 
I will debelop the formation of the Parlia · 
ment of Great Britain, or, in other words, 
the States General of the Engliſh nation: 
and when thoſe perſons ſhall find that the 
States General of England are founded 
preciſely on the ſame principles I propoſe; 
and that thoſe laws relating to levying of 
aner in the Engliſh eonſtivution wwe mi 


from the new diviſion of our States Gene- | 
ral into two orders, I flatter" myſelf the 
plan I propoſe will appear to them not 
only . but e on juſtice 
il. in to the balance of power, ſo wiſely 
on Engliſh pe ut; it is 

this dixikon 70 ant to! 1 ewo orders, without 
a pin Ip £98 agreement tho ſo- 
c —— make pon fine laws; 
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of the parlament o their part make, valid 
any hill, wichont the expreſs. confent.. of 
the mynarch, who. is not obliged to give 
his reaſons and motives for rejeRing it: it 
ig do the fret election oi the rep ſentatives 
of the people ; to the equal diſtrihumam of 
taxes on citizens of every rank. and deno- 
minatien, clergy or lay, nobles. aud ma- 
Chanics, prinoes and labourers; all aro taved 
in proportion to-theirgbilines and ſituation: 
id is to this r conſtitution 
aud 372 wh enn n dini is. 
ie 4 Ne | 


* fe would certainly be ela "fda our 
primitive conſtitution, and the — our 
kings have always enjoyed; for the 71 7 _ 
the civil. aud, militacy, laws, and in the adrainif 
tration. of government, the power of wing of 
reſe Nevertheleſs; I muſt nich is 
mod Galtabls us the mary and trim pretogutiyra 
of a» mongrah, to ſee the nation preſent, at tha, 
foot of the throne the bills or propoſals of x law, 
and the monarch to decide upon it, either to ap- 
prove of -e. fudges fir; or te fee the 
ſovereign Mimfelf'proetefiti arid promuſyate a law, 
and his 12 and' offfcety, ti ite time diffent- 


| ing rum, opprafiing, of oven Glivoning ty ad- 


mitting 


4565 
What 1 have prapaſed, eu, is, ther 
our States General may in fururs enjoy he 
{ame advantages, and produce the ſamę 
effects, in four of the French acting ; 
tho, preſent form ſubliſts, of dividing the 
eee 
y 4 


eins it in ne MA. e 
and entirely rejecting it in a third? The, ſola- 
tion af this problam is certainly not difficult. 
\But it may be ſaid, this contradition, ſo abſurd 
in appearance, by which one half af the kingdom 
from certaio privileges granted and proferved in 
ſugh and ſuch provinces. The only anſmor to he 
made to this remark. is, when the geperal good of 
the kingdom is the objeQ, ought any particylac 
or private; intereſt toche thought f ? if, hon it js 
Nneveſſagy to protoct aud defend ſuch. ar ſych pri- 
vileged -provinees, does not R -r 
[means of power 49 protect it{ and if in thi 
the French, not-privileged, their blood. 
anl. oontribute to their utmaſt to promote the in- 
8 and good of thoſe privileged. ſellaw cinizens; 
when, in moments of urgent and real 
oexigengg, the privileges of certain provinces ought 
nnn. 7 aa” 4 
Wis 2 4 nerefſary „ 


' 


diviſion is often che oecaſion of à totil in- 
action, and at other times, by che union 
&f the majority of the to ſuperior orders 
(which conſult only their own" intereſt}, 


adopt reſolutions contrary to the good of 
the people and nation in general, and con- 


ene contrary to che intereſts of the 
monarch, 


0 


neceſſary. In effect, to ee able the 
States General of the nation, if it is not unani- 
mouſly to ſacrifice private intereſt to that bf pub- 
lic, and the advantages of ſuch or ſuch elaſs of 
privileged individuals to the national honour and 
bappineſs ? If we are not animated and impreſſed 
with theſe ſentinients, it is of little uſe to aſſemble 
our States: we might as well remain che victims 
of a power miſled, or that of a ſhameful anarchy, 
and in compliance with the wiſhes of -a few am- 
bitious men, who, at all times, and on every be- 
caſion, have the words country and the public | 
good on their lips, though in reality they! have 
only egotiſm in their heatts; and an unbounded 
ambition to rule at the expente of the people, 
whom they affect to ſerve, but whom they miſlead 
and deceive, and thereby ſo greatly augment their 
calanities. Why does Eiigland; at the moſt uni- 
fortunate of times, produce ſuch reſources” and 
power? and why are the wh Engl ſo attached to 
EG 2 ä their 


„ 2 
manarch, who can never have ny other 
than thoſe of his people. 
I: have ꝓtopoſed, from. he Sims of 
reaſon,; and an experience of facts, which 
has been fully proved. in England, that 
the only wiſo and truly conſtitutional mea» 
ſure to be adopted is, to unite the, t2vo 
ſuperior n nome into ane ; to admit, e 
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their country,” "fo fo proud of their government? It 
is "becauſe the inhabitants of one county cannot 
ſay t6 thoſe. of another, you muſt pay toed | jad 
ſuch taxes, but we ſhall not, we ate 
from contributing: it h, * the 2 of gar. 
land ſubmits to — heirs to the ern 
2s well 26 the loweſt, of its citizens: that taxation 
is s equally extended to the ptince of the blood and 
the peer of the realm, as to the tradeſman ind 
mechanic; on the head of the church, as well as 
on he leaſt of its miniſters: it is thay law, which 
condemns the guilty, though n peex of the realm, 
do the ſame puniſhment as the bumbleſt of i its in 
divideals, Wouid we he great, and truly citizens 
of our country, it is in;theſe points we x itate- 
the Engliſh, and not their faſhion ridicule. ;- 
de e national ones, but, thoſe. e 
who * themſelves, trifling and abſurd.” 

pes "3. by 


| 1 
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hy and eevtebattiont ; ud that others 
of the nobility, fitted or not titkd,” 16 
be clected, and Compoſe the inferior 
ordet or commons, — — 
the people freely elected. In a werd, I 
have propoſed, ene Font poletts ended, 
where our p are too deeply root- 
ed, nearly the fame coriſtitution as that 
of the Ergliſh nation ; and, fince the wil 
dom and excellence of that conſtitution i is 
acknowledged throughout Europe. but 
particularly in France at this period, let 
chat which appears beft ſuſted to the hap- 
pineſs and proſperity of the people of this 
kingdom be adopted. Certain it is, as 
long ptoved by expetienoe, chat a diviſion 
of three orders in our States Genera) ean- 


„1 hk it would be nete wdrikable dat 
the younger branches of the Hobility, not tithed, = 
mould be adtnitted as cohithotiers, the Tame"as im 
England, when duly elected By their conſtituents: 
but I confeſs 1 do not think philoſophy has yet 
made a ſufficient progreſs among us: and I ſhould 
fear, in propoſint it, to wound the feelings of that 
claſs of eitizeny 1 am wiſthipg to ſerve. | 


not 


(0 

nat pbffeſs any af the advantages above» 
mentioned. Three cſaſſas have abways 
and ever will proye;- 4 ſaurer af conten 
tion and opprefilen to the people, or to- 
tally uſeleſs as the means of aedrefing 

their grievances. | 
It is, then, to the Supreme Diſpoſer of 
all events to judge, if the nation is to be 
ever the victim of this radical vice in its 
conſtitution; or if, by an exertion in this 
moment, it is to be extirpated. It is a 
moment in which it can be effected, 
without either wounding the rights and 
prerogatives of the ſovereign and throne, 
or the legitimate ones of the nobles and 
clergy. But if it is ſuffered to paſs, when 
the King, anxious for the'good and pro- 
ſperity of his ſubjects, and the clergy and 
nobles (to judge from the ſentiments 
they teſtified at the laſt aſſembly of the 
Notables) appear earneſt to ſecond the 
| beneficent intentions of the. tnonarch, 
and that every. claſs of Saen, Ss. 
tened, and knowing their true intereſt 1 
K never 
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never again may ſo many 
unite for promoting the general good; and, 
from a neglect of them, may not the cala- 
mities, not only of the but future 
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Attachment and Fidelity 8 55 the French 
© have ever borne 7 their K gs —Mo- 
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tives 5 this Attachment. 
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w — eee the French 
nation for their kings is Known to 
41 and foreigners, Who have witneſſed 
the effects of this ſentiment ſometitnes 
carried to enthuſiaſm, have hen oſten 
filled with aſtoniſhment; -. 1 7. 
An Engliſh author, itt his Parallel of 
the two Nations, in ſpeaking on this fub- 
ject, ſays, The love of the French to- 
„ wards" their ſovereign” goes almoſt to 
idolatry. As we are taxed by other 


: 1 | Y 2 gance 


1 FS LEG 
gance in our principles and conduct, it 
may not be improper to give the true 
motives of this unbounded attachment to 
our kings; I will, however, firſt obſorve, 
that the natural character of the French 
being gentle and affectionate, they may 
poſſibly teſtify this attachment in a more 
viſible and expreſſive manner than others. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that as the 
French have been always governed by 
princes of their own country, it is likely 
their attachment mould de greatet, than if 
toward a ſovereign, whom the fate of war, 
of other cauſes, ſhould have placed on tho 
throne. It muſt be acknowledged tob, 
chat being governed for eight hundred 
years-pait by princes of the fame family, 
of affection and loyalty for a dnaſty of 
ſuch duration 5 aud which, in chis point, 
cauſos, n doubt, of the loyalty aud un- 
common attachment of the French to- 
wards the perſons. of their kings; and 


2 mult cqually 


inſpire 


C 

inſpire affeftion and love in the kane 
who 3 n ſo nb. 
loyal. Mvistaoch no/baten it; Ce Fer 

But che F eee 
th our ſovereign ; the 'facted foundation. 
from which it riſes, and which cammmt be 
him and the nation; in a word, chat 
reaſon for which the name of king is ne 
vor heard by a Frenchman; without fink - 
ing to his heart, is this— our Kings, 
though inveſted with a power almoſt un- 
limited, have had the wiſdom "86 put 
themſelves bownds to that authority they 
have ſubmitted" to the laws3' they have 
given up the power of perſonally fix 
ing puniſhment, even” on the loweſt" 
their'ſubjeAs. The decress and ſentences, 
though iſſued in che nate cf the King, 
ard, in reality, from the different eribunals 
of the kingdom, and, in cheſeluſſairs im- 
medimely ralative to govothment, pteced- 
ing from the council. Thoſe wiſe and 
political views which determined our fo. 
vereigus to give up the power of puniſn- 


ing, 


(( 5 
ing, or even pronouneing a ſeiſtence on 
any of their ſubje@ts;;# the ſacred law. 
they have impoſed on themſelves, of ex-! 
ertuig their power only to garden, has, 
from a natural conſequence; -babityated- 
Frenchmen to look up to their king as to 
2: benefioent protector, who interpoſed his 
authority: to mitigate che rigour of the 
law, who cbmes to the defence of the op- 
preſſed; in a word, whoſe ſcepter i is eue. 
tended only to protect and ſuecout. 
Such is the great and ſublime part a 
Frenchman ,' ſuppaſes his king: ta act; 
ſuch is the high opinion they entertain of 
him, and the ſacted ſource from which 
Hows che love and adeluy of- the French 
nation to their Kings. 13, In ruling: A. 
Every Frenehman, Whatever his rank 
may de, in whatever remote part he may 
ments ; and if ataany time he becomes, 
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public calamity, his collliderics! and love 
are mingled with bis tears and misfor- 
tunes, and he exclaitns, ( Ak! if the king 
did but know it, I ſhould have juſtice 
4 doe me! he would protect me I. 
and would conſider it as a Erime to ſuppoſes 
even fot # moment, that che ſentence which 
unjuſtiy condemns hitti was thatef his ove. | 
teign, or that his paternal heart would be in- 
ſenſibletotheſufferings ofa ſubjoct. Ic is this 
elevated and affe ding ſentiment, entzraven 
in our hearts; it is this great idea of our 
kings which renders them at once ſo po-ꝗͥ . 
erful and ſo dear; it is this happy conviction 
which almoſt deifies the monarch in the 
eyes of his ſubjects, which conſtitutes the 
foundation of their greatneſs, and is tlie 
beſt preſervative of their) power. Theſe 
are the powerful motives of the fidelity 
and fubrriffion, as well'as the jaducemierity 

For the farrifices a noble and! genefous 
nation tnake with equal zchl and plexſire 
&t all times for their ſovereigug a nation 
always devoted and ready to-obey from 
motives of affection and loyalty, but which 
EIN ; would 


| ( # 1 
would reluGantly yield, if Rimaulared only 


be valued, will, doubtieſe, remain in the 
breaſt of every Frenchman, as long as our 
monarchs are guided by the wiſdom and 
Intereſt and glory, they will at all times 
conſider as their greateſt enetnies thoſe 
thefe principles, who ſhould enurage 
the wiſh of being ſeared rather than loved 

and venerated. 11 
11 is 10 this love, this gary, which 
the nation bears chem, from the idea af 
their clemency and reſpect to che laws, 
that their prerogatives, as ſovercigns/ are 
ſecure and inviolable. It is far, a, dſnatic 
prince alone to ſubmit all to amcontrauled 
Sower.| But how ſhort is the reign of 
deſpotiſm! We have an example in our 
own time, of Ruſſia ; they ſleep to night 
on à throne, and iſe on the motrow in 
ä Thus 


by far. Theſe ſentiments, ſo highly to 


(* 


Thus have 1 exdlearoured/to ſhow the 
tas cauſe of the loyaley and afletion of 
the French for their kings; and that, in- 
dependent of the national character, if 1s 
euſtum is, by which our kinga fhew 
cy only, and how confdrmable it is to 
che true pronciple of monarchy, it will be 

ſufficieat, only to quate the words, of 2 
great man, who, though born a French -⸗ 
man, is equally teſpected ee ee 


tions as by his on. Y 
The paſſage alluded eee | 
lued and admired author, is as follows: 
<< In deſpotic governments the ſovereign 
% may be judge himſelf, in a monarchial 
one he cannot: the conſtitution would 
„ be deſtroped, andrheinternedjag powers 

« annihilated; all forma in law and judge- 
</ ment would ceaſe ; fear take poſſeſſion 


r 


194144 * M. Monteſquicu. 
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a; 'tverycountenance confidence, de, 
0 . 
| it would no longer be 4 monarchy c 
FThis great man adds, In monarchiat | 
<« ſtates, the prince is the party which 
44 proſecutes the accuſed ; but was: he to 
« fit in judgetnent himſelf he would be 
both judge and party. Moreover, the 
« prince, by judging himſelf, would loſe 
tc the fineſt attribute of ſovereignty, that 
« of pardoning. amn 
chiaps ye 3 inn guad: N, „d 1 
Thoſe who arochd>be hep fallyrans- 
formed on this matter, muſt read the 
whole of this and the * 
nn des run b bon! 
miese 21 „nne cginb nl 
Wk We GC . NON be od. vert. 
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inimical nor foreign to the citizens 

of a motiatchy than thoſe of a republic ; 
bur they ariſe from different chiles, they 
ring from another ſource. \ In a repub- 
lian fate, ir'ls fem the Guy den every 
individual has of the wiſdom and excel- 


lene of their los, and thitt they are fuch 
i b G | as 


{| 


Fi 


Ds EY 327 * | 

as effectually promote e goal 10 a 
monarchial ſtate, they ſpring from the 
confidence the nation thinks. it owes to 
the ſovereign, and in the beneficent and 
' wiſe uſe he is ſuppoſed to make of his 
power. From which it 'reſults, that the 
want of energy and patriotiſm in a mo- 
narchial ſtate is to be attributed to the 
monarch and his government. 5 

It is a truth well known, that in mo- 
narchies, as well 2s republics, chert have 
been equally great and ſublime chalacters. 
Such were the Bayards, Aſas, Montalms, 
| &c, who, ſtimulated by virtue and true 
glory, or, in other words, the love of their 
country, ſacrificed themſelves for it, when 
patriotiſm was extinguiſhed in every other 
heart. Theſe elevated and ſublime prin- 
ciples, however, can only dwell in the 
breaſts of citizens of a monarchial ſtate, ſo 
as to become general, under the reign of 
a good king, of a prince who is himſelf a 
| patriot, | From this great and undeniable 
truth, then, we may pronounce, that thecon 
duct and principles of the people and nation 


6 

are either the eulogium or condemnation 
col kings. Inaction, cowardicey depreſſion, 

and indolence, are always evident proofs 
that che prince who: governs is either ir- 
capable or untuilling to do good; whilſt, on 
duſtry, and above all, their patriotiſm, 
courage, and firmneſs in misfortunes, are 
ſo many demonſtrations that the ſayercign 
who reigns is worthy: their confidence, 
| loyalty, and affection; that his principles 
and conduct merit ſuch teſtimonies from 
his people. Theſe are the beſt, the greateſt 
eulogiums of kings, the only worthy of 
them. Courtiers may flatter ; but a great 
nation proves, by ſuch ſentiments, its at- 
tachment and fidelity. A ſovereign has 
it, then, in his own power to judge, whe- 
ther he has fulfilled or nothe duties impoſed 
on him: he will be miſtaken. A 
patriot king will hear the voice of approba- 
tion and gratitude from his people; whilſt 
the egotiſt, the ſelfiſh and deſpotic prince, 
ſhould he have no other proofs, will find, 
in a diſapproving ſilence, the certain figns 
| N 62 of 


N By ) 

ef sigel diſcontent- And if proving 
a reverſe of fortune, if at periods of public 
calamity, what reſources, what facrifices 
can he expect from his people? But the 
fovereign who is the friend and father of 
his ſubjects, may at all times rely on their 
zeal and attachment; in their affection he 
will find the beſt deferice againſt his ene- 
mies, the ſuteſt mean & vfercothiog thete 
n injuſtice, | | 
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e due from Government. | 


: 

* e 
*7 
* * „ 4 4 1 yo : w £ ; R 
. : .. 2 # 3d I: : 81 


T decree, which announces only a 
momentary ſuſpenfion of the pay- | 
ments, has ſpread an almoſt general ter- 
ror, though, no 1. IF illfounded 


one. 1 
E We 


Ae, bene, | Fe 
f 
tions on this ſubject, was he not perſonally con. 
cerned; but having received on his ineome go. 


To bonds to the amount of two thouſfan 
G 3 crown 


e 0 Raine 

We aint hens = to fear a 
general bankruptcy, unleſs we can ſup- 
poſe the King would behold, ſuch a na- 
tional calamity with unconcern, or that 
the States General of the kingdom would 

conſent to ſuch a meaſure, or finally, that 
notwithſtanding the intention of the King 
and States, a want of reſource and failure 
of power ſhould render ſuch a meaſure 
unavoidable. Neither of theſe caſes, ex- 
iſting, ſuch fears muſt e be 
groundleſs. 

For, 1. None can be ignorant of the 
principles of our Sovereign. and how fo- 
reign his general conduct is from that of 
failing in his engagements ; no one is ig- 
norant of the ſacrifices already made by 
Louis XVI. and thoſe he is ready to make, 
to ſecure the national debt, and to promote 
the welfare of his people ; in a word, his 


crowns, he makes known the confiderations which 
bave removed his fears reſpecting the future, in 
the with they may have the ſame effect on others, 

who, like himſelf, ſuffer inconvenience from this 
ſuſpenſion. 


probity 


670 
probity is well knoms bt a6 king 
individual. evan et W Ane 

2. It would be offending denden and | 
its repreſentatives; to ſuppoſe, at a mo- 
ment when the Sovereign reſtores to them 
the exerciſe of their privileges, aſter au 
moment, under the eye of that Sovereign, 
and of all Europe, attentive to their actions, 
it cannot be imagined they would make 
the firſt uſe of thoſe benefits, by ſo-ſhame- 
ful and -guilty a proceeding as that of a 
general bankruptey.! No, the national 
character is too well known. The French, 
capable of making the greateſt ſacrifices 
to their King and country, will never, 
aflembled, agree to an act which reflects 
difgrace on the whole kingdom. 
3. The failure of teſqurdes to anſwer 
public demands does not really exiſt; con- 
ſequently the nation cantiot be reduced to 
dhe neceſſity of ſubmirtin 'to ſuch an a 
| ternative. | 1 0 bt 
A diſtuffion on the tneans tobe aten 
for making good the deficit, has been al- 

25 * $. - 


cu) 
ready laid before the aflembly of the No- 
tables ; and it has been publicly avowed, 
that, without' any new burdens on the 
people, there may be found ſufficient re- 
 ſoutoes;by'an equal and impartial taxation 
on the different claſſes in the kingdom, 
for every one, according to 1 

lities and fituation, to contſbute. 

into diſtricts, have, by their local know- 
ledge, the beſt means of determining on 
the modes of regulating and levying the 
contributions with juſtice and facility. 
There needs only the adopting this me- 
thod, then, FO Os gp 
ſhewn all the ee 


* Other nations dar not comprehend, Nor mill | 
future ages believe, that a people, in other re- 
ſpects Juſt and enlightened, ſhould be fo ſtrangely 
inconſiſtent as to have followed ſuch à ſyſtem 
of taxation; that citizens, who poſſeſs, only 2 
hundred Piſteles in landed prope „ ſhould pay a 
hundred livres to the State; whil bis neighbour, 
who has a hundred thouſand livres yearly, is 
taxed only ten or twelve hundred livres, inftead 
of ten thonſand, which, in an equal proportion, be 
rely owes. | 
; But 


( 


But ſtill, ſhould! it be Lebted that the 
clergy and nobles will prefer their own 
intereſt and per ſomal views to that of the | 
public, and not con ſent to the ſacriſices 
demanded, or rather to a regulation foevi- 
dently: juſt as that of an equal diſtribution 
of taxes; no, I can but think that the 
profeftions inade by che clergy and nobles 
at the laſt afſembly of the Notables are 
fincere, and that they ought at leaſt to re- 
move any preſent apprehenſions. And 
bor diſtant periods, if in future it may be 
ſeared theſe orders ſhould be leſs patriotic 
have made in a former part of this work, 
of uniting the two ſuperior claſes inta one, 
ſhould encourage the nation; ſince, if 
adopted, it would give the commons, or 
third eſtate, an equality in voting in the 
States Genetal of the kingdom, an equality 
which it has never hitherto enjoyed, though 
fo conformable to reaſon and policy, and 


the neceſſity IR e n e 
monſtrated. 


But 
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But ſhould it not be judged right to 
effect this union in this moment, a ſubſti- 
tute, though an imperſect one, might be 
adopted, by ordaining that the votes ſhould 
be taken, not in claſſes, but:per/onally; and 
that the third eſtate ſhould; be.in number 
equal to the two others; and this regula- 
tion has been already Rs, "by the 
provincial afſemblies. N 9275 q36' 

If the public good is is add dee 
meant, one of theſe plans will be adopted; 
and if the privileged orders ſincerely wiſn 
the, proſperity of their country," they can 
oppoſe no reaſonable motivè againſt it; or 
if (which I will not allow myſelf. to be- 
lieve) they are not ſtimulated hy pure and 
diſintereſted: views, in this caſe the adopt- 
ing of one of theſe plans will become ſtill 
more neceſſary, from the "reſiſtance op- 
poſed: and ſurely the fate and welfare of 
four-and-twenty millions of people'is not to 
depend on the prejudices and egotiſm of a 
very. few, compared to that number ; of 
theſe favoured individuals, overwhelmed by 
| ; the 


. 
the munifcence of the monarch and na- 
tion, inveſted with every dignity, civil, mi- 
litary, and eccleſiaſtical; with the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed | and lucrative poſts; in a 
word, with every favour heaped upon 
them. I can but again repeat, however, 
that we have every reaſon to believe the 
nobility and clergy mean to evmce, at the 
next aſſembly of the States General, their 
truly patriotio and diſintereſted intentions. 
Should it ſtill be obſerved, by thoſe 
whoſe apprehenſions are too eaſily alaren- 
ed, that, allowing theſe to be really the 
intention of the ſuperior claſs, and that 
the third eſtate is made to form an equal 
balance with the to others, ſtill there 
remains cauſe of uneaſineſs. It is poſſible 
chat the / repreſentatives of the provincial = 
aſſemblies may not conſider things in the 
fame point of view; it may not appear to 
them an injurious meaſure that the public 
debt ſhould be reduced, ſince it is to be con- 

lered as one of the principal cauſes of 
the number of taxes, and by this reduction 
the fortunes and WP of the inhabi- 
tants 


( :j 
tants of the capital would be me gene · 
rally concerned then that of the citizens. 
of other parts of the kingdom. 
Jo this we reply, what] baye before obs * 
ſerved, that no perſonal conſideration can 
produce, induce, or prevail ot the nation, in 
a body, to adopt reſolutions which would 
reflect ſuch flagrant diſhonour. And far - 
ther, it is from this public fund, lent by 
the citizens of the metropalis wag rd 
reign and State, that ſupplies are | 
time of war, for the = 
gencies of thoſe moments: it is from 8 
aſſiſtance of this und that our armies and 
fleeis are equipped for immediate ſervice, 
and for the protection of colonies and diſ- 
tant provinces, the invaſion of which (not 
to think of the horrors of ſuch ſernes) 
would amount to a far greater \expence 
than the ſums they at preſent pay in con- 
tributions. By the continual increaſe in 
the price of proviſions and conſumptiye 
articles in the capital of the kingdotn, the 
citizens there "muſt neceffarily pay more 
taxes me heavier contributions than thoſe 
of 


3 * 
of the provinces. This aſſertion is eaſily 
proved; for it is well known, that within 
theſe aſt ern years" the price of every 
kind of proviſion has increaſed one third: 
but this does not affect the inhabitants of 
the diſtant provinees and men of landed 
| eſtate; as it does the citizens of the metro- 
polis. Farmers, and thoſe "poſſeſſed of 
landed property, can, in turn, raiſe the 
ptice of the commodity they ſend to mar- 
ket, by which the balance is effected; 

but the individual; whoſe fortune is ſunk . 
in government annuities, has not this means 
in his power. We will ſuppoſe any one 
twenty years back poſſeſſing an inootne of 
fifteen thouſand Bures, | this now is only 
equal to en thouſand, ſince every con- 
ſuruptive and neceſſary article is aug- 
mented one third in price; he muſt, then, 
bear all the weight of this dugmentation, 
without having it in his power in any 
other way to balance this difference ; all 
he poſſeſſes being in the * the 
Ring and State, - 

2 Finally, 


| 


(0 

Finally, in time of peace, as well as 
war, the metropolis, though only contain- 
ing the thirtieth part of the population of 
the kingdom, pays to government a fixth 
of all the impoſts and contributions levied. 
If, then, the inhabitants of the capital are 
to be thus recompenſed;; if, in return for 
their confidence in the Sovereign and State, 
they are to be priued of all they poſſeſs, 
let the inhabitants of the different pro- 
vinces agree to pay to government the 
hundred millions which the citizens of Pa- 
mn mam It is not, how- 


M. Necker, in is work on the e- 
tion of the Finances, vol. i. p. 275, calculates the 
impoſts and contributions, paid by the metropolis 
alone, to amount to a /eventh of thoſe paid by the 

whole kingdom; and, ſince that time, when 
many new taxes are added, and the limits of Paris 
extended, the contributions paid by inhabitants of 
the capital may be reckoned at near a ,; and 
which will be {till farther augmented by the de - 
cline of ſmuggling, become more difficult from 
the new boundaries and incloſure of the city, and 
which will AY increafe the produce of cer- 


ever, 


(95) 
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ever, very probable dur provinces will be 
inclined to take upon them this enormous 
burden; n it cannot be ſup- 
N e e eee 
of eight hundred thouſand of their fellow 
citizens, who make an employ of their 
fortunes ſo uſeful to the ſtate and king- 
dom: ſo that, independeꝑt of every other 
reaſon which makes in favour of the cre- 
ditor of the ſtate, perſonal intereſt is too 
_ "cloſely united with that of public credit, , 


pon grape a LA | 
the comes of Paris. | | 


The author hopes; ä 

conſiderations, to have in ſome meaſure 
Auieted the alarms of thoſe intereſted on 
_ this. important ſubject. The well-known 
character and ſtrict probity of the Sove- 
reign; the national bonaur, its juſtice, with 
the true intereſt of the whole kingdom, all 
unite n __ 
| SIR: by gets jou 
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paſt times, are ever tealy to en- 
demn what paſſes in their owh ; Ettravi- - - 
gant admirers of what har been peiformed, * 


and the ſevereſt ſatiriſts on 
bur ſuch partial judges muſt always de 
diſtant from truth'atid equity. Far from 
me, nevertheleſs, be the intention or with 
to ſtigmatize the glory of Louis the Oveat, 
or dimniſh the ſplendour of his reign ; no, I 
diſclaim the idea: but, at the ſame time that 


— 7 ” bl S — 
- os 4 4 
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we conſider it, in many reſpects, as the 
moſt illuſtrious of the French monarchy, 
we muſt not blindly admire it; it will 


not, „ be cdtirely uſcleſs to give 
a 1 2 the events of that reign, 
abt wa 3 e | 


| r 
our politigal fituation in this moment will 


not be found fo calamlitous as it now ap- 

Pears to ſome. By exaramaing with im- 

partiality the events of the laſt age, we 

ſhall be better Menne to do Juſtice to : 

our We ſhall feel our fortitude | 

mturn, when 3 the great and 

— porieds/ fr þ A 

Lauis K4Vanand learn to oftinace, ap, we 

_ ought-theliplaus ſimilar to thoſe of that 
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- OUTS: XIV. had the civil 482 panal 
code of laws amended, by Which 
many abuſes. and ſevere laws were re- 
formed: nevertheleſs; there ſtill remained 
eruel and unjuſt ones, and very illegal 
infringements on the natural rights ef the 
citizens; ſuch as condemning to every 
kind of torture, merely on the preſump- 
tion of guilt, before any proof was ob- 
tained ; and whether guilty or not, this 
* r code 
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1 XVI is. vowemplojil in ge- 
forming and digeſting a code of pe- 
nal laws, the foundation of which is, to 
grant a counſel and the privilege of de- 
fence to the accuſed, to ſuppreſs all tor- 
tures, as that called the Preparatory Queſ- 

| tion has been for ſome years pat. e 


E e 
code of penal laws which our — uma 
ſent employed in ; which honours 
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2 XIV. 


code deprived the accuſed of counſel, and 
every other means of defence. = 
It is well known how often innocence 
has been the victim of theſe laws, and 
how often thoſe appointed to ſit in judge 
ment have lamented, too late, their own 
involuntary errors. We have had proofs | 
of this, at which juſtice; and humanity 
muſt revolt; and too many ſimilar * 
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Lovis XVI. 
Every private puniſhment was ſo many 
were not legitimized by the uſeful and ra- 
tional motive of deterting others from 
born 4 che example of quo na 
was: ſtill more eſſential to give. relief to 
the innocent ; and in fyture, the accuſed, 
certain of finding a ſupport and able de- 
fender in his counſel, will no longer fear 
to become the victim of art and calumny ; 
the innocent will no longer tremble at the 
thoughts of dying en à ſcaffold in the 
moſt barbarous torture, and leaving to bis 
family only infamy, or the bitter conſola- 
tion of the too * e e 
ee. 
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| the corvees, and without being 
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\ - Lovis' XIV. 


vice” to landholders and proprietots of 
eſtates.” But we muſt remember, theſe 
roads were made by compulſion, or, in 
other words, by che corvies, by which the 
unfortunate peaſant was obliged to work 
without pay, to uſe his own horſes, car- 
riages and implements; and that theſe 
wads wei wanrel WH bis veare wb "the 


| r of his brow. are ef pl 


The military code of Louis NIV. con- 
demned to death all deſerters; this was 
the military law then general in Europe: 
nevertheleſs, a deſerter may be more or 
leſs guilty ; as for inſtance, if he deſerts 
in time of war, or 'with his arms, horſe, 


Kc. if in conſequence of his habitual bad 
conduct, 
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at laſt totally extirpated it and has ſub- 

ſtiroted in the ſtead of this: oppreflive and Fo 
ſlaviſh law, one founded on reaſon and 
juſtice. ' To judge with impartiality the 
difference and the advantages reſulting 
from this new ordinance, as well as. the 
happineſs of the peaſantry, it would be 
neceſſary to travel through thoſe provinces 
where it has already been put into execu- 
tion. I appeal to thoſe who, like myſell. 


have witneſſed this. | : 
| 
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Lou XVI. ar fiſt ſublkichted che gal" 
lies inſtead of death; but-ſince then, from 
Judicious conſiderations of national cha- 
' radter, this has been revoked, and the püu- 
niſhment of death again inflicted, though 
only in certain caſes, and the ſentence is 
pronounced according to the nature and 
| 3 circum- 


Ko. ; but eee ee 


gone a chaſtiſernerit, ho did: not merit, or 


By the long and continual wars of 
Louis XIV. population was much de- 
creaſed ; and the extirpation of the Pro- 
teſtants greatly augmented this evil: ne- 
vertheleſs the armies were obliged to be 
ſupplied, and detachments of ſoldiers were, 
kent wenden the eee. "hich: tore 
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ease. . ebene la s 
erter only ugdergoes a thort 
— It is humanely ordained 
too, that ſeveral be allowed; 
and if during that time the ſoldier returns 
to the regiment, no puniſhment at all is 
inflicted. Noce 1 X. eino 
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Lonks: xv. revoked The Ela Tt 
Nantes; and it is needleſs to ay; how 
great, how irreparable an injury it was to 
his ſubjefts and kingdom; or to trace the 
dreadful details of cruelties, rapine, and 
puniſhments inflicted, with the innume- 
rable deſertions this fatal edict deca- 
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Bs. at this time give à ſmall pittance yearly to an 
old invalid foldier, who, at the age of thirteen, 
was torn from the dwelling of his father during 
the latter wars of Louis XIV. He was imme- 
diately enliſted in the regiment of Burgundy, in 
which he ſerved ſix and derbe er 
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teſtants, and has, — — 
wiſe laws, inſured the honour, property, 
Frenchmen, who will enjoy the fruits of 
it as long as ng he er 
and faithful ſubjeQts., | er th 
There needs eaten anche: Hs 
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Louis MIV. 


GOVERNMENT. 


1 | 

Louis XIV. always exacted the moſt 
implicit obedicnce and ſubmiſſion, and in 
his misfortunes and in his proſperity his 
language was ever the fame; he never 
would have conſented to che diminiſhing 
the ſplendour of his Court, and ſtill lefs 
would he have fubmitted to his people 
the acoounts of the expenditure and 
charges of the ſtate, or its reſources; ab- 
ſolute government was his favourite ſy1- . 
tem; and ſo far from aſſerublimmg he States 
General of the nation, to conſult and ad- 
viſe with them, Louis would not have 
ſuffered any one to prolum&ob even to name 
ſuch a meaſure. | 
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The eſtabliſhment of Provineal Aka- 
means of avoiding :njuſtice| in 1H 
the impoſts, and that the different claſſes 
of | citizens may be taxed according | to 
ice Sen and powers. 
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Wars, ſplendour, aud favourites, added 
to the impolitic conduct towards his Pro- 
teſtant ſubje&s, were the cauſes of the 
great derangement in his finances, and 
gave riſe to the enormous deficit. and na- 
tional debt, which did ere 
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— afaeded the 
throne,” found the national debt to the 


amount of ſeveral thouſand millions ; and 
the ſcarcity and high price of grain, a 
liſhment of; a formidable navy, and the 
buted to augment iti. N ͤ 
medying his evil Ns, not to violate pub- 
lic faith, but to reform [abuſes, qurtaił all 
ſuperfluous expences, Juxuties, and oſten- 
tation, by obſerving the moſt rigid œco· 
nomy even on what was deemed necei- 
ſary; and farther, by telying on — 
een of the nation aſſembled. 
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| a Hs ſciences 3 he extended his 
beneficence to che learhed!-and-arriſts- of 
every denomination 4! arehits@ure'-yvas 
particularly encouniged by him he ralſed 
palncesp)cand / decorated the- public edi - 

fioes of his capital ? but that Which will 
ever remain the. thoſt ſignab monument 
tod hid honour; id the Royal Hoſpital 

ol laualids. His palaces, however mag - 
nificent; will perhaps be only a ſubject of 
regret, when it isconfidered' the immenſe | 
ſums they coſt. Marli alone, which is 
merely. a pleaſure houſe, abſorbed ſeveral 
hundred millions of livres. 
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Lovis XVI. 


Louis XVI. conſidered it a duty to pro- 
tect arts and ſciences; aſtronomy eſpe- | 


. cially, and mineralogy, have been parti- 
cularly: encouraged during his reign. 
Among the arts, paipting and ſculpture 
have felt his liberality ; but, fortunately, 
Louis XVI. does not appeat inclined to 
build new palaces: he imitates Louis XIV. 
in that which is more beneficial ; after 
having the noxious marſhes and fens of 
Rochefort dried up, he has had a noble 


and extenſive hoſpital erected in the pott 


of that city, deſtined for the reception of 
the military, failors, and citizens? nothing 
that .is uſeful, ſalubrious, or convenient, 
has been forgotten in this edifice,; built 
out of the town, the fituation is open; it 


is well ſupplied with water, extenſive . 


| I i, 35 grounds, 
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(n 
grounds, gardens, &c. 3 every thing is 


complete, and in a ſtyle truly royal and 


magnificent ; every thing ſhews paternal 
care and attention; near two thouſand 
beds are eſtabliſhed - in this hoſpital. 
Louis XVI. knowing that a good king is 
an image of the Divinity, has extended 
his clemency and beneyolence even to the 
guilty ; he has ordered a pavillion to be 


built apart for the reception of the gal-' 


ley ſlaves, ill or wounded ; where they 
are treated in every reſpe& with the 
ſame humanity as the reſt. Other pa- 
villions too are built, ſeparate from the 
reſt, deſtined for thoſe in the ſmall-pox 
and dangerous fever, or other contagious 
diſeaſes. 


In the metropolis of the CITES; he 


has rendered the Hite! Dieu, which was 
re a tomb of horror, a true afylum 


for che indigent and infirm; and this is 


only meant for a temporary refuge, till 
four commodious and roomy hoſpitals can 
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Lours XVI. 
— 

be buile n, ARR to 
the city. 
Louis XVI. has not erected in Paris 

triumphal gates and monuments; no Her- 
cules is ſeen trampling nations under his 
feet, or cruſhing them with the wheels of 
his car, &c. But he has thrown down 
buildings that were hurtful and inconve- 
nient, by obſtructing the bridges, and 
intercepting both air and view ; and this, 
at a very trifling expence, has rendered 
the city more wholeſome, and added to 
the embelliſhments of it beyond what a 
few ſumptuous and coſtly edifices could. 
In the center of Paris, the burying grounds 
have been purified, and converted into 
large and convenient markets, to the great 
benefit of the health of \its inhabitants 3 
and the adjacent ſtreets have been enlarged 
and improyed. Thoſe parts of the city 
which were thronged and infefted with 
- miſerable and wretched habitations, have 
"op rebuilt, and rendered healthful and 
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Deuts XVI 


convenient... The ae fand:ef therahs-” 
jects that Louis XVI. bas attended to in 


his capital. Such is the uſe he has made 


it.“ Wheat 

Louis XVI. has not yet had courtiers 
who have erected ſtatues to him, ſur- 
rounded by nations in chains at his feet, 


of architecture, and of thoſe who profeſs 


and other trophies equally inſulting to 


foreign powers: but he has erected, at 


his own expence, ſtatues of the great men 


of his kingdom, which are placed in the 
muſeum of the Louvre, e 
public. a 

Rich in pictures by all the great maſters, 


he may not, perhaps, be inclined to give _ 
twenty thouſand crowns to make an addi- 


tion to his collection: but he has ordered, 
at his own expence, paintings from ſome 
af our moſt eminent artiſts, to perpetuate 
. 


were executed during the miniſtry of the Baron 
76 Brete uil. 
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the remembrance of the naval engage- 25 
ments and glorious actions performed by | 


* 
| our marine and navy, to * 
. 
ments; an „ W 
; - 
. n 8 : 
* * d * 
821 girly *S 7 ' * 5 
& + } 13 23 — 7 6 v 
a = 
N - * * « 
* „* . = - 
3 + 6 © 3 & 4 7 1 ' 4 
4 
3 
" - 5 „„ K Sad nd - . 44 - 
: - 
„* nM , 0 a . 
N 4 * „ 11 2 8 * 1 "4 #4 " CA ' * "4 N 


7 


(122 ) 


e enge e Wp eren rr 

: 2 Y 12 bs 1 963 Jo © A168" SIBLE 211; 
i ©» COMMERCE. 2001970 

5 D 0 N 2 11 (3016; * Hate JC 
ani Slots i 2100 O03 


Los XIV. greatly extended our con 
merce, and encouraged natural induſtry, 
whilſt he followed the advioe and plans of | 
Colbert. As long as Louis XIV. had a 
powerful navy, our foreign trade was 
flouriſhing; but the decline of his naval 
forces, the death of Colbert, and the ex- 
tirpation of the Proteſtants, were mortal 
blows to our arts and commerce, foreign 
and internal; nor did either recover dur- 
ing the laſt twenty years of the reign of 
this monarch, 


(19) 


r A (( 


couMURRCR. 


Louis XVI. from che very beginning of 
his reign, created a formidable navy, equal 
to that in the early part of the reign of 
Louis XIV. and employed it for the pro- 
tection of our foreign trade and colonies, 
the importance of which was at laſt felt. 
The. encouragement given to the Baltic 
trade, the Fiſheries, the Negro trade, &c.* 
are proofs that government is ſenſible of 

; | \ 3 171 tem N 

* Tt muſt be the wiſh of every friend of hu- 
manity that the Negro trade could be aboliſhed. 
The only means that appears likely to effect it is by 
time, andgiving thoſe whoare faithful and laborious 
their liberty, on the conditions mentioned in 2 


work written on that ſubject 2 —_ and 
Inhabitant of Saint Lucie. 


then no longer, through fear The Aal, — 


themſelves and their offspring ;\ and by degrees 


this inhuman commerce might be diminiſhed, and 
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| Louis XVI. 
| — 
the . theſe branches of com- 
merce. The independence of theAmericans, 
and our connexions with them, appeared 
at firſt to open a new and extenſive trade 
to us; but we have as yet reaped little 
benefit from it : the Engliſh excel us in 
the quality and price of the merchandiſe. 
Numbers of - perſons think this inconve- 
nience without remedy ; but I know that 
the celebrated Franklin, and other en- 
lightened Americans, who are acquainted 
with the true intereſt and ſtate of their 
countrymen, think otherwiſe. It has been 


juſtly obſerved, that a preference to the 


Engliſh and their manufactures would 
be no longer given, if our traders and ar- 
tiſts would bring commodities in the ſame 
degree of perfection; and this our manu- 

facturers may do whenever they ſeriouſly 

| ſet about it. As to the price, it depends 
more upon our merchants z, let them be 
2 
make 
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Louis XVI. 
make up the deficiency by multiplying 
their articles of commerce, and above all, 
by employing thoſe machines in the ma- 
nufacturing of goods, * ſave ſo much 

expence and labour. 

The treaty of commerce with England 


1 


appears to carry a conſiderable balance in 


favour of the Engliſh. It is moſt likely to 
ſuppoſe they never would have ſigned it, 
had they not hoped to reap the greater ad- 


vantage; but they might poſſibly have been 


diſappointed, as I have obſerved relating 
to the Americans, if our artiſts and work- 


men would determine to perfect the qua - 


lity and workmanſhip of the articles in 
their different branches. Why ſhould it 
not be ſo? Have we not for ſome years 


ſeen, from the foundries of M. M. Per- 


nier, and thoſe of Mount Cenis in Bur- 


| gundy, pieces of ordnances caſh, equal to 
any of Scotland and England? Is not the 
manufactures in ſteel at Ambdiſe arrived 


at 
| 
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Lee VI. 
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workmanſhip ag in England? and that in 
glaſs at Reine is'not a3. inferior to the 


Engliſh. 
' Why ſhould we not ſucceed equally in 


EINE 


bringing to perfection thoſe things we are 
familiar with, when we have ſucceeded fo- . 


completely and readily in others which 
were new and foreign to us ? 

After all, there is another eſſential cauſe 
of failure, and which is in our own power 
to remove; it is the want of public ſpirit, 
which, on this occaſion, as in mnay 
others, is ſtill more detrimental to us 
than the induſtry of our rivals. 


Why ſhould we be ſo ſtrangely infatu- | 


ated as to give the preference to every 


thing that is Engliſh, even when no better 
in quality than our own ; and'to carry the 
abſurdity ſo far as to load ourſelves not 
only with what is uſeful and\agreeable, 
but with that which is both ridiculous and 
inconvenient ? to pay at the moſt extra- 
1 a K vagant 


Toben . 

— 
vagant rate for every article that is Eng- 
| liſh, or reputed ſuch, and to refuſe. a 


reaſonable price for goods manufactured 


in our own country ? It is a ſhameful. 
delirium, and ſhews too many ill · affected 
citizens, or at leaſt very inconſiſtent ones, 


who would appear, without knowing for 
why, admirers of every thing that is Eng- 


liſhz forgetting they are Frenchmen, 


they ſhould conſider it an honour: to be 
thought ſuch, and carry this fury to the 
greateſt exceſs, even under the eyes of 


their king; affecting at all een We 
pearance of Engliſhmen. E 

Let, then, theſe ſenſeleſs abenirexs. of 

foreign prodùctions change their princi- 


ples, and conduct themſelves. as French- 


men worthy of the name, and we 
ſhould ſoon find that the balance of 
trade, would be no longer in fayour of 


England; for it is certain the Engliſh 


wilt always be more in real want of our 


wines, oils, and brandy, than we can poſe 
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" ably be of their horks, carriages, iron- 
mongery, ſtuffs, and faſhionable articles. 
Beſides, hor. can it be too often repeated, 
when our manufacturers and artiſts chuſe, 
they may bring things to the ſame degree 
of perfection, n 
the Engliſu. 
| Tia tinaty. of commence copelpded.be- 
tween the Ruſſians and our nation, cannot 
fail of being greatly to the advantage of 
France, and ought to be reckoned among 
22 Pe 
ſent reign. 1 

The a e le eo ade 
is another regulation advantageous to the 
kingdom in general, and e to 
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Los NIV. was the 6 4 is 
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bugs K ens ; but he felt, at laſt, a 
of fortene, in the wat of the Tuc- 
cefſion, at the latter. part of hi reign, 


when he removed froth the command/of 


| his armies, the illuſtrious generals, Ven- 
dome, Catenats, and Villars : the reverſes 
be then experienced were, indeed, ſevere : 
they overwhelmed with grief this once 
victorious momarch, and plunged the na- 
tion into an abyſs. ef misfortunes, the 
| conſequences of which were long faſt in 
every part of his dominions. 
| The ſuccefſional war was, however, 
the moſt juſt of any he had engaged in ; the 
others may be conſidered rather the effects 
of ambition and vanity, than of neceſſity, 
and were the cauſe of a general combina- 
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W 4 tis 

* x” 
e 
Lab yr | ſhes thy eg of kis 
reign \ preventedtwowars, one in the North, 
the other in the Levant; the firſt was 
juſt on the point of commencing with the 
8 uM and the litter indeed, 
already begun, between Froderie” * 
Ge Wt the Emperor. | 
Louis XV. Merit was the means of 
quelling 2 third, between the Emperor 

and the Dutch, heretofore the” wy one 
enemies of France. watt 
\ Finally, Dre 
dane gf the Bagh, In the cauſe of 
the Americans, and which ended by their 
independence, deprived England of more 
than half her poſſeſſſons in the new world. 
b het l. d War ee ughs 
which has e Aenen the 

end propoſed. FA 
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3 him of all the wor paws, 
ers; and though glorious for the French, 


who long triumphed over their enemies, 
theſe wars very greatly contributed to the 
calamities that followed, La to exhauſt 
and impoveriſh the nation, | 
„The treaty of Utrecht, 180 termi 
nated.the war of the ſucceſſion very dif- 
ferent from former ones, coſt the greateſt 
 facrifices ; for beſides: the, reſtitution and 
the ceding a number of placesin F landers, 
we were obliged to. give up to the Eng- 
liſh Acadia, at preſent called N ewfound- 
land, and the Cod Fiſhery, till then en- 
tively in our own hands z a fiſhery, which, 
beſides the immenſe ſums it produced, 
was, a nurſery for our ſeamen. + 


„ 


Ne were too happy to preſerve a ii in 2 
that fiſhery, even within the narrow li- 
mits it pleaſed the Engliſh to. preſcribe 
us, and which chey coffined ſtill more in 
1763, after having 0 us ; of Ca- 
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his bea g bn h nenen | 
peace, has removed the mortifyiug affrong 
too of having an Engliſh Commiſſary at 


Dunkirk, and ſhewing the world we 


were not our own maſters even at home. 
We defended, like wiſe, in both Indies, 
the Duteh Settlements, attacked by the 
Engliſh; ſome, indetd, we regained,. 
which the Engliſh had taken, and which 
we faithfully reſtored to the Hollanders, 
though they, on their part, did nat fulfill | 
r eee | 
. treaty concluded between us. [i bbgitnd | 1 


The Engliſh were-difabled 3 


refer ent- e 


give up Tobago, and the Antilles; to cede 


a more extenſive right of. fiſhery to us n 
F crable places in 


Indiaz/in a word, we, in dur turn, gave 
WS to. thoſe, who for near a century 
eee eee 
of humbling and abaſing us. 
s 18 NAVY 
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The Engliſn . — that 
| Louis XIV. ſhould ſo far degrade himſelf 
as to receive an Engliſh Commiſlary. at 
Dunkirk, which Commiſſary was paid by 
Louis XIV. nor was ĩt permitted to make 
the leaſt repairs in the port without his 
permiſſion ; and during fixty years we | 

have e ene ee ne | 
tional affront, | 
Some time, prior to "RY n af 
Utrecht, Louis XIV. experienced fill 
greater humiliations, when he ſent am» 
baſſadors to make- propoſals of peace at 
Gertruidenburg; theſe ariſtocratic Hol- 
anders, intoxicated with the ſuccefles- of 
Prince Eugene, had the infolence not 
only to reje&t every propoſition, but to or. 
der Louis XIV. to dethrone, at his own 
expence, his Grandſon, Philip V. whom 
| de had placed on the throne of Spain. 
„Wencke illuſltions Veuben, whe;/in 


the moſt formidable fortifications, which | 
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alone prevented our victorious enemies 
from penetrating into the very heart of 
the kingdom, ſtopped their armies during 

ſeveral campaigns in our frontiers; in a 

word, ſaved France, which otherwiſe 
might have been totally ſubdued. - 
Let theſe weighty conſiderations, then, | 
have all the influence they demand in the 
plans of reform, which are at preſent in 
agitation, relating to the fortificationsof the 
kingdom; and that an unwiſe economy, 
on this eſſential object, may not expoſe the 
ſafety and exiſtence of the monarchy and 
nation, at future periods, when, like that of 
the ſucceſſional war, we may experience a 

long and ſevere reverſe of fortune. 
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NAVY and MARINE. 
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Luis XIV. created the navy and ma- 
rine of this kingdom, and ſo far ſucceeded 
as to render it formidable to his enemies; 
but it had too ſhort an exiſtence: the un- 
fortunate. war, in the latter part of 
reign, obliged him to neglect it, * x 
ſoon ſunk into nothing. 
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Louis XVI. on aſcending the throne, 
found 0 the ſhadow of a navy ; in leſs 


tan three years he eſtabliſhed a power» 


ful one, which alone afforded protection 
do our commerce, and defended our colo- 
nies during the American war prevented = 
the Engliſh, (according to their | uſual 
cuſtom for near a century paſt)" from in- 
vading our poſſeſſions ; and recoyered the 
glory of the French on the ſeas. of both 
worlds; and Which 0e n aud 
of which we appeal to M. Waſhington, 
and Rochambeau) by covering the opera · 
tions of the combined armies of theſe 
great generals in the Cheſapeak; and ſup- 
wog den with rroops and woey and 
above all, by bring them to 4 glorious 
engagement, and forcing the Englim 
fleet to return, cauſed the defeat of the 
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whole army under Lord Common, Bom 
vrhich ſucceſs the American independency 


may be dated, and a peace equally ho- 


nourable for us and our allies, which the 


the Engliſh were obliged to ſubmit to. 
Such has been the effect of the navy 
formed par XVI.“ 


„ l 
ted to ſue for peace before this period, nor ſhould 


we have experienced the reverſe of the 1ath of 
April, if the daring bravery of one of our officers, 


then before the iſland of St. Chriſtopher; had been. 


put to the trial. The fact is as follows: The 


fleet under Admiral Hood, confiting of eighteen * 
Rr | 


topher, in the hope of ſaying the | iſland; but 
our troops obliging his to regain their ſhips,. and 


| . Our 


our ſquadron, ſuperior in numbet to that under 


his command, eroſſed his paſſagt, 
to put himſelf in the moſt advantageous ſtate of 
; be was attacked in ſuch a pofition, that 

x few of our ſhips could come to action 


he had only 


© 
Tm him; they could not, therefore, compel him | 
to 
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Our monarch has rag IT BYE means 
of exciting the emulation and ſpirit among 
o , and knowing well that ho- 

nour 


ſhore, and conſequently, that the Engliſh' fleet 
was ſo covered with the ſmoke from our cannon, 
as not to diſtinguiſh any of our manceuvres, he 
propoſed to go and ſet fire to the fleet, and re- 
queſted the captain. of his ſhip, which was one of 
thoſe in action, to let him take the boat, and with 
a few of the braveſt. and moſt Ag en to 
go under the ſtern of the enemy and ſet fire to the 
firſt ſhip, which he would perform, though be 
muſt periſh in the undertaking. It is certain, he 
might have arrived unſeen. to the enemies ſqua- 
dron under favour of the ſmoke that enveloped 
them, and that one of their ſhips being ſet on 
fire, might have communicated to the whole fleet, 
and to avoid the conflagration, they muſt have 
cut their cables, and their ſhips would have been 
driven by the wind on mean ao 


which is not at all Id have 


kept elear of the land from their afion and 
5 e inferior to us in number, and ſur- 

out unded by our fleet, they were not in a ſtate to 
come to action. Thus, in either of theſs fuppo- 
fitions, the ſquadron. would have | became -our 
F prey, or that of the flames. FO ; 
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Louis XVI: bag, Mevid, eder en a 


the idea of a Political writers or his own, 


has already given the names of Teurville, 


Bart, to bis ſhips, and intended "thus. to 
perpetuate the names of our moſt famous 
ſeamen. Such honourable teſtimony muſt 
flatter every Frenchman, and make our 
ſeamen . danger, and even death ir. 


- - 4 
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"ll prove; to their poſterity, 855 165 
tles of Slory and hongur, conferr 

them by wee and ARS 8 
Allg tach rich nner | > an; Louis 9 5 N 
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Lewis XVI. ni ca em! gla iN * the 

4 inſtituted the military order of St. Louis; 

and Louis, in the wiſh to reward che merit of his 

. rs and veterans incapable of longer ſervice, ; 
rdered they ſhall wear on their arm, the or- 

nament of one or more chevrons, according to 

the number of years they have ſerved, and on 


their breaſta 2 medal, on which is eden 
| f L 4 * ſwords | 
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It 
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| Louis NIV. repaired and enlarged” the 
ports of Breſt and Toulon, and created 
that of Rochefort, in a ſtyle truly magni- 

flcent and worthy of himſtif. It is to 


de regretted, however, that nature itſelf 


ſeemed to oppoſe theſe endeavours; for 
"their ſhips cannot be equipped in his 
port; chey are obliged to be taken to he 

iſland of Aix, five leagues beyond Roche: 
fort, which is no little inconvenience and 


diſadvantage, eſpecially i in time ot war, as 


the enemy can, with a few ſhips of the 

line, block up the Charente, and render | 
vſeleſs every veſſel of the port. * 
ee lamented likewiſe, Sis the 
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ho XVI. has bad great improve- 
m in the harbours of Dunkirk 
| and Havre de Grace; ſo chat, in caſes of 
neceſſity, they are ſuited: to frigates of 
forty or fifty guns, which, in time of war, 
can protect our coaſts, convoy our mer- 
chantmen, and watch the motions of the 
enemy. | 

| Las A one of our moſt 'impor- | 
tant ſea-ports, has been likewiſe greatly 
improved; a baſon has been conſtructed 
to careen the ſhips ; and a bank thrown 
up, which is to reach to the top of the 
Minimes, a third of which is nom accom- 
56 by "which the 'ſea, will be on- 
| directed to "the 
88 wu, The 


eden . Narri 

> (cool We eee 
bravery of the military proves, that both 

e monarchs were equally yell atquaintod with 
e eee eee e know how to eſti- 
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| * ng to *. dried, and building 2 — and 
| commodious hoſpital as an alleyiation to the 
- —- affliied; and for thoſe who'becottie the victims of 
the climate, or rather the ſituation. The Count ; 
of Broglio, brother of the Marechal of that name, 
died at Rochefort from the effects of tho infec- 
tious vapours ariſing from theſe marſhes, and his 
too great zeal in overlooking the works ordered 
by his Majeſty. „ „ "5 2066667 
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good effects of tis projet have been al 


ready perceived. 
At Toulon a ſuperb and exrenſive baſon 


has been made, fifty feet deep, in the very 


harbour. This undertaking appeared al- 


moſt impoſſible ; but the abilities of Mr. 


Grognard has ſurmounted all; and this 


_ ſurpriſing work exiſts, and will continue 


for many ages. 


Louis XIV. has created the- port o 


Cherbourg, in the Mediterranean; and 


+ that of Vendre, at the foot of the Pyre- 


nees. At Cherbourg, they have thrown 
down entire mountains into the ſea ; and 
notwithſtanding ſome | accidents which 


happened to the upper parts of the cones, 


their foundation remains unmoveable; and 
the dams augment and become more ſolid 


every day from the ſhells /and © weeds 


which incorporate: in a word; this Titan- 
like work makes every year the greateſt 


improvement, and when finiſhed, it will 


be the wonder of mankind in future ages; 
i | . - 0+ ow 
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will fearcely believe undertaking, that man 


could have the boldneſs to form ſuck a 
plan, or the perſeverance to enecute it: this 


terity an idea of the nation capable of per- 
forming it, as well as the tnonarch and 
miniſter who approved and directed it.. 


The port of Vendre, in Rouſſillon; 


which ought to be called by its original 


name, that of Venus, as being ſo ſuitable 


to the beauty of the climate, is fituated in 
the Mediterranean, at the foot of the Py- 


er NANA rc 
This harbour was entirely choaked up 


| during the laſt century, and could not 
| have afforded a refuge to a fiſhing 


bark, when Louis 1. aſcended the 


work will be alone ſufficient to give poſ- 


„ 
adminiſtration of 


of Vendre finiſhed, undet the 
the Marechal de Caſtries. ny = 
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An uninterrupted work of ten years has 
at laſt made it fit for the reception of our 


trading veſſels ; and part of the harbour 


will admit a man of war of 100 guns, and 


ſecure it from the winds at all times. 

There are three entrances to this bar- 
bour, which are defended by batteries and 
five forts ; and if the enemy even entered 
the harbour, they could not carry any 
fail, or work their ſhips, as the port is 
enveloped by mountains on all ſides, 
which intercept the wind. 

The baſon of the harbour is ſupplied 
by a very plentiful and ſine ſpring, from 
which the largeſt fleet might take in their 
proviſion of water in a ſhort time. 

It was not from the- ſands brought by 
the ſea that this harbour was ſo filled and 
choaked up, but from the earth that fell 
from the mountains, and which the rains 


waſhed down and increaſed \z at pre- 


ſent this inconvenience is no longer to be 
feared, as theſe mountains are cut in the 


| N 5 form 


2 161 1 
Levis XML | 


form of an e and cred with 
vineyards, ſupported by numerous ter- 
races. 

Roads are already — 5 in 4 rock, | 
and houſes built on each fide; and a very 
fine ſquare, overlooking the harbour. 

Trade is conſiderably improved; and this 

- port, on an average, now receives yearly 
from three to four hundred veſſels. Since 
the improvement and clearing of this har- 
bour, the wines and brandy of Rouſſillon 
have greatly augmented in value, as well 
as every other production of the province, 
and which has now a certain and advan- 
tageous market for theſe and many other 
valuable commodities it produges. _ | 
In future times, when the limits of the 
preſent town will be found too nr 


ſcribed, they can at very little ex 
enlarge the port and town Merle, by 
making the peninſula, which is at one 
. end of the baſon, an iſland ; and the land 
ma runs behind the peninſula being L 
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| Lov ts XVI. FOE 
very extenſive, would be a very fine ſpot 
for the building a new town, and large 
enough to contain twenty thouſand inha- 
bitants. 


_ © Such is at preſent the port of Vendre, 
and ſuch it will be one day. The works 


have been conſtantly overlooked by the 


| | Marechal de Mailly, governor of Rouſil- 


lon, 


Whilſt Louis XVI. thus opened a port 


for the benefit of commerce and his fleets 
in the Mediterranean, he ordered fimilar 
works to be carried on at the extremity 


of the Pyrenees, &c. and they are at pre- 
ſent employed in the Bay of Biſcay in 


putting Saint Jean de Luz in a ſtate to 


receive ſhips of the line in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity. V | 


and from the Ocean to the Mellitetrancan, 
our old ſea-ports have been repairgd- and 


Thus, from the Channel to Abe f 


improved, and new harbours made. 


oe ſhips of the line will teſtify rhe 
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wing on the canals of , 

ſeconded the celebrated Rignet, whjch | 

will ever be an honour to his reign.” N 
The canal of Maintenon, intended to 

be brought to Verſailles, and which did 

not ſucceed, coſt the nation ten" thouſand 

men, and fifty millions of Livres. 
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Lobi XVI has determitied bn this mY 
for the canal of Burgundy, which is to 
form a triple junction of the two ſeas; 
and others are projected in Berry, Britany, 
Picardy, and the Ifle of France. 
The canal of Languedoc has been aug- 
mented, by adding ſeveral branches to it. 
The principal one is that opened at Cette, 
and which, communicating immediately 
with the canal that falls into the Rhone, 
is now a ſafe paſſage to Cette; Heretofore 
the inhabitants were obliged to croſs the 
pond of Meze, and were often, eſpecially 
in winter, in danger of being loſt, or ne- 
cCeſſity to wait for favourable weather, 

which was the occaſion of great delays, 
3 judicial to traders, as wellſas the inha- 
itants in general, We 
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Such is the compariſon I have judged 


expedient to draw of the principal events 
and actions of che reigns of Louis XIV. 


and. XVI. and as they are not merely 
words, but facts well authenticated, I 


- 
. 
* 
1 On _ — 
1 


make concluſions, and convince them- 


ſelves; that if grear and Aplendid ache, 
were performed under Louis XIV. there 


—_  oc-ce* 


have been equally great and beneficial ones : 


c ccompliſhed under Louis XVI ; and we 
may add, that many real und eſſential evils 


of the former" reign have been reformed 
and remedied in the preſent. What T 


have related has not bedtt from tlie ufſer- | 


tions of others only; Ibave myſelf been 
witneſs to che facts advaneed; for which 
purpoſe I have ſeveral tines truvelled 
through France, and viſited every part, 
| ſeen and ĩnveſtigated all To con- 


lude, let every Frenehman abhot às he 


ought the defamer of his country; let thoſe 
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Loni XIV. 2 endowed. by mature 
With great and ſhining .quelities z but in 
many reſpects he paid a tribute to huma- 
nity. 1 will not allow, myſelf to point 
cut the wealceſſes of this great king, 
| owing, perhaps, ſame to che natural ſen- 
Gbility of his diſpoſition, and others to 
the adulation with which he . intoxi- 
cated by his ourtiets. 

"I ſhalt only obſerve; thatif this monarch 
was particularly. diſtingeiſhed by the gra- 


cious and pleaſing manner with which he 
. n and recompenſed his 
- generals 
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the pureſt morals and ſtficteſt principles ; 
he is the beſt citizen and the honeſteſt 
nnr, | 

+ Louis XVI. conſiders i bis gy 0 ap- 
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generals and miniſters;| he /entertaitied a 
| Gvereign.contempt for the people, and was 

Qually averſe to every thing which did 

ne. e him great and ſplendid. | 
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Lovis/XVI | 


— kindoels and? Galtatty lo 


flattering to the heart of Frerichmen. 
| Louis XVI. has proved, that, as a ſove- 


reign, he is penetrated with the calamities of 


his people, and embraces every means that 
can alleviate this numerous and ſuffering 
claſs of his ſubjects: as a man, he did not 
diſdain, during the ſevere winter of 1784, 


to go about himſelf, diſguiſed and un- 
known, among the poor; to viſit the 


moſt miſerable habitations; and to carry 
relief and conſclation to the diſtreſſed, 
who only ſaw in him the man of ſenſibi- 
lity and benevolence, and were far from 


er eee; e 


narch of France. 1 


What torrents of elogiumn would have. 
been poured forth, in ſuch circumſtances, 


| on. Louis XIV.! how layiſh would the; 
| cqurtiers and poets have been in his praiſe! 
But Louis XVI. juſt, beneficent, truly 
humane, avoids pomp and ſhew, hates 
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flattery, and is contented with doing good 
in ſilence. 


At Cherbourg, ah do Nor- 


mandy (to which myſelf and many others 
were witneſs) the people conſtantly ſur- 


rounded him, ſpoke to him, recommended | 


+ themſelves and their petitions to him. 
Louis XVI. liſtened to them all with the 


greateſt goodneſs, ordered they ſhould be 
allowed to approach him, and treated 
with the utmoſt kindneſs, giving many 
proofs of the feelings and affections of a 


truly paternal king, On his return to 


| Verſailles, he had the petitions which had 


been preſented to 4 MA ed and at- 
tended to. | 75 


We will now „ hit what has 


140 performed by Louis XVI. fince he 


has filled the throne. By abofifhing ſer 
vile | bondage, the. corvtes, and torture, 


throughout his kingdom, he has. greatly 


alleviated the ſufferings of the people, as 


well as benefited the nation in general ; 


1 


tk 


and | 
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juſt and lehient, he has been equally the 
friend ef the ſoldier. By re-eſtabliſhing 
the navy of his kingdom, he has reſtored 
power to the French at ſea, and protected 
our colonies, which, fora century paſt, have | 
become a conſtant prey for our enemies. 

From the mediation he interpoſed, he 
has ſaved Europe within theſe laſt twelve 
years from three different wars; firſt, 
between the Ruſſians and the Porte; ſe- 
cond, between Pruſſia and the Emperor: 
and the latter with this n ne 
againft the Dutch.“ 

In the only war which hethas vie 
taken during his reign, he has fully ac- 
compliſhed the points aimed at; of weaken- 
ing the enemies of France, and giving | 
birth to the political exiſtence Mw new 
. ere nation. e 


| . It is known likewiſe, nt he than of | 
the treaty of Kainardgi, the peace of Teſchen, 
and the arrangement relative to vgs are due 


TR: | e N 
* In 


. 

In this war he likewiſe protected and 
reconquered the colonies of the Allies, 
and faithfully reſtored them à and by this 
treaty of peace, the only one to the ho- 
nour of France for this century paſt, he 
has removed that diſgrace to the nation, 
an Engliſh Commiſſary at /Dunkirk : 
Louis XVI. manifeſted his moderation 
even when giving laws to his enemies. 

To conclude: From the Channel to the 
Ocean, and from the Ocean to the Medi- 
terranean, Louis XVI. has done great 
and uſeful things, and perhaps more truly 
ſo than Louis XIV. himſelf; and by 
repairing the errors of this king, has beſtow- 
ed happineſs on thouſands of Frenchmen, 
in the peaceful poſſeſſion of their property : 
in a word, he has reſtored to them all 
their natural rights as citizens, which they 
had been deprived of by the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes. And the liberal and 
noble promiſe which Louis XVI. has 
lately made (though the oppoſite practice 
has been eſtabliſhed during the two laſt 
centuries) that in future no taxes, no con- 
tributions, ſhould be laid on. his ſubjects 

without 
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— their conſent,: completes _ | 
other benefit he has done his people. 
This magnanimous and parental con- 
duct of our Sovereign muſt ſurely im- 
preſs the nation with ſentiments of eter- 
nal gratitude. Where ſhall we find a 
king, poſſeſſing ſo important a privi- 
lege as that of levying taxes without cons 
troul, willingly give up ſuch power for the 
good of his ſubjects, confiding wholly 
in their zeal and loyalty ? . It was reſerved 
tothe juſtice and beneficence of Louis XVI. 
to give ſuch an example. 

Such, then, are his titles to the ho 
- gratitude, and veneration of his people. 
Were it poſſible to think that ſuch a 
reign, ſuch government, could ever be 
aſperſed; if Louis XVI. like Henry IV. 
is known and valued only when he is no 
more, may I witneſs, neither the malice 
of his detractors, or the Juice too late 
rendered to his virtues. | 6-744 
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| dg the reign of a monarch, the friend 
and protector of his- people, and at a 
moment when reſtoring to the nation its 
rights and privileges, he propoſes afſem- 
bling them to deliberate on meaſures the 
molt beneficial and effectual for fixing and 
improving the Conſtitution, it is not, I 
preſume, oppoſing thoſe views, but rather 
ſeconding them, to ſubmit to the Sove- 
reign and Nation ſo manifeſt an innova- 
tion 


(+) 


tion on thoſe nee eee ny 
Which becomes a ſain; to its glory, extin- 
gviſhes emulation; and deſtroys thoſe, uſe · 
ful prejudices, yhich it, would be right to 
create, did they not already exiſt, en- 
graven on the heart of eyery Frenehman. 
No one will conteſt the prerogative of 
the Sayewign s, naming and appointing | 
the officers of his amy; and it as. natural 
that choice ſhould all on the nobles, who 
are particularly devoted tothe military life; 
which proves at the fame time that 
has the power of. giving a prefereuce to 
thoſe nohles, or Wherever his choice may 
lead him, No ſuch law, then, ſhould , 
exiſt, as that which poſitively excludes 
from rank in the army every other claſs 
of citizens; it muſt degtade them in 
their on eyes 3 nor could it have any 
other effect on the nation in general, if it ſo 
far forgot its true glory, as to baniſh 
ſentiments, and prejudices, ſo neceſ- 
ſary, and which have always ſo parti- 
Yup characteriſed the French nation. 
-- - y * * 
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They muſt revolt then at boch an ed, 
and reject with indignation f ſo great an in- 
fringement on their privileges and natural 
8 both as men and Frenehmen ? 
I thoſe laws which wound the ho- 
nour of nations is not thought allowable, 
why ſhould that be permitted, © which 
at the ſame time violates the juſt preroga- 
tives of its citizens and the fundamental 

laws of the Conſtitution gn 
Let the records of our hiſtory be ſearch- 
ed, no example will there be found ſince 
the eſtabliſhment of our monarchy, that 
chance of birth ever prevented our kings 
from rewarding merit, and raiſmg to the 
firſt dignities of the State, even military, 
as well as others, "thoſe among « their 
ſubjects, who appeared moſt worthy and 
the citizen of every claſs, in whatever 
ſtate he might be born, if endowed with 
ſuitable talents; might attain to thoſe figs 


nities without obſtacles.“ | 


* We muſt of courſe except. thoſe nies | 
when, the Feudal ſyſtem was in its full vigour ; 
for 
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It will be found, Aut far Hen esd 
ing, by dels diſgraceful laws, citizens who 
were not born noble, our kings have always 
con ſidered as a conſtitutional maxim, that 
every Frenchman has an equal right to all 
honours, military, civil, and eceleſiaſtical. 
Theſe truths have been acknowledged 
and avowed in every age, and particularly 
by the. Chancellor de -. PHoſpital..(who 
| hirnſelf was a proof of is ga 

States General in 1560. 912" 
| To prove the — ne 
in à conſtitution: to know that without 
hereditary honours, private individuals 
may become great, the heroes and bul- 
warks of their country, we haue only to 
look into the hiſtories of either ancient or 
modern nations, or to conſider a moment 
* _ ane GY apes 
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| bort then the — NES "nobles had AUCTION | 
conſtitution, enchained me nation, and h 
our kings of all power: but from the momeps 
that the Sovereign and nation had ſhaken, off the 
yoke, the people recovered thoſe rights: and N 
zun which had been ofurped. 
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own eyes; conviction is every where 


to be found. Arongſt the Romans, we 


may obſerve, tllat if che patrician Sli 


vanquiſhed Mithridates, the plebeiah Ma- 
nut bis maſter in the art of war, had by 


His coriqueſts overcome the Teutons, &c. 


faved Italy and Rome itſelf. Beliſariul 
and Nayfes,' the two greateſt generals of 
the Eaſtern empire, wete not patrieians. 

cl neod dot mention, chat in the preſent 


age, the illuſtrious -Laudobn, ſield- arſtal 


of the Auſt ian armies, reſpected even by 
Frederick: the Great, was only a- private 
ſoldier, who,-by his ſuperior abilities and 
heroic actions, attained. to the higheſt. rank 
in the army and er _ —— 
nours he enjoys. 

+ (1 Tromp and 3 ahh — of che 
Dutch navy, and the tutelary gods of their 


Pp were born humble ſeamen. 


8 en in che Engliſh 1 nav) 7 was 5 che wn 

of Swediſh trader 
Benboto, an adnmtal in the” - edt & 

G Ain, roſe from a common failor. 


It 


. 


404 Adair Hawhe, es wid 
viſaries. obtained over us in the Kd war 
of 1756, received. his education. in che 


Blue Chat School, at Chriſt Hoſpital, in 


London; and was miſed from wel 


o che gank of general in the 
| den ron te ak get 
nion, of Peter the Greer. 

+ | Gatherme Aleuiocua, the conſort of Pe- 
ter and. Empreſs.of Ruſſia, was, likewiſe 
born in che bumbleſt ſtate ; at Grſt the 
ſeryant gf a poor prieſt, and the wife of a 
drummer; yet ſhe 99 
glor 2 after having ſaved 9 r, his - 
arme, and nan 
campaign of Pur tun. 
need eee ako 

nnn pr 
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queens to France; who, from merchants, 
became princes and ſovereigns, the ho- 
nour of their country, and whoſe age das 
ſo greatly and juſtly celebrated, that ĩt was 
named after them that of the Medicis. 
I need not, dwell on” theſe — 


from foreign nations, though (equally 


frriking*and decifive;” to filence 4 pride, 
to whieh the prejudices of ignorance 
eould only give birth 3 3 but! obſerve only, 


that if this law, which excludes all 


who are not noble from rank in the 


army, had ſubſiſted under Louis XVI. he 


would not have had Fnbert, Catinat, nor 
the immortal Vaubun; or his fleets cbm 
wanded eee ee Jaun Burt, 
and Duguay-Trouin. „ mus 
| If foldiers, born with abilities to lead 
an army, had been condemned to retfigin 


as ſubalterns, Louis XV. would not have 


gained the illuſtrious Loewendat to his 
ſervice, who, however he might trace his 
deſcent from a king of Denmark, entered 


the army at firſt as a common ſoldier: 
nor would Louis XV. have promoted to 


tte rank of lieutenant-general of his ar- 


mies 


+, _— 
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mies the brave: and? Ino8eff\Chevert; 4 
promotion whibh was an honour both te 
the army and che mmonerch We be- 
ſtowed it. rr 5 
It was, Wer dend bug ve this ul. 
trious warrior, that the nation ſaw, "for 
the firſt time, the unconſtitutional and 
diſgraceful ſyſtem appear, that decreed mi- 
litary honours ſhould" not be the reward 
of merit, but reſerved to the 1 — 
birth alone 
From tłrat period we have found 15 
regulation adopted, and making the moſt 
alarmitig progreſs; a regulation which 
may one day become as fatal to the royal 
power, as it is already diſhonourable and 
unconfiferionaF to the nation 
The reſult will no doubt be, OS. 
| perpetuated, that the nation will loſe'on 
of its greateſt privileges, viz\ that of oder | 
every path open, but eſpecially that of 
hondur, to the bravery, patribtiſin, and 
genius of every citizen worthy to enter. 
Another conſequence will be; that 
| 4 faction or trouble, and the ambitious 
| and 
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and felfiſh views of ſome, who, under the 
the veil of patriotiſm, delude and miſlead 
the rultitude;at ſuch periods, the conſo · 
quence may be, that our kings will find all 
the military force of the kingdom cen- 
taking the advantage of their power, will 
Infringe on his prerogatives, as well as give 
Letters to the nation; in a Word, who 
Having the ſoldiery, and whole military 
force at their command, can and may 
endanger the cauſtizution, reſtore; the age 
of ariſtocracy, aud once more plunge the 
nation into a difagreeful ſervitude, and 
our kings bo che ſhadowy end of 
wogaley.. // 

It is, then, Saitind 8 of che dy 
arch, as well as of the nation, to.repeal 
this law ; for if at this moment, from the 
Known loyalty of the French nobility, it 
does not produce the dangerous conſe- 
quences of ſubverting the throne and con · 
ſtitution, it carries with it thoſe tenden 
cies for future periods, and is at preſent an 
uftingement on the legitimate rights of the 
* People, 


h | 
Fern well ad a ſigma on the honoue 
of che French nation, which is, and ever 
will be, dearer to it than very other con- 
ſiderarion. it may, perhaps, be ſaid, that 
the nobility being ſo numerous in France, 
if the military ſervice: is ot particularly 
_ reſerved for them, they muſt remain to- 
ally inactive and uſeleſſ. To this Lreply, 
that there are, and abways will be, other 
| uſeful and\honourable paths open to the . 
nobility, beſide theſe of the military line, 
whenever they ſhall think fit to enter them. 
And farther, that laws which have con- 
tinued in force during fourteen centuries 
without any inconvenience, can, and ought 
ſtill to ſubſiſt; nor would the ſuppreſſion 


af this law, ſo degrading and injurious to 


che nation, be demanding, that mili 
E a 
on the nobility, if ſuch is the pleaſure of 
the ſovereign, but only thar others/ ar | 
not be totally excluded. Wt. 7 
A peace of twenty years bas multi- 
plied candidates among our-nobles, 'but a 


war of ten would conſiderably reduce 
chem; of which the campaigns of 
Louis 
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Louis XV. in Flanders, is — for 


the number of gentlemen were ſo great 


leſſened, that they were obliged to recruit 
the Guards du corps du Roi, with com- 
mon ſoldiers; the ſame likewiſe happened 
under Louis XIV. and will e nit 
lar circumſtances. De 
Finally, an infallible mean of tenderitig 
more ſelect and leſs numerous that claſs 


called noble, would be to; ſuppreſs the 
many idle and uſeleſs charges, which | 
very improperly confer the privileges of 
nobility on thoſe who hold them; to ſup- 

preſs all venality, which proſtitutes the 
rank to ſo many men of no account, and 


w families, merely becauſe they are rich: 
to grant that privilege and rank in future 
only to merit, and to thoſe, who by their 


. talents and ſervices are truly uſeful to their 


King and country, either 'in the army, 
cabinet, or in the tribunals of juſtice. +, 


It is true, no ordinance has been iſſued 


from this tribunal, to exclude citizens not 
born noble; but. for ſome years paſt we 
have ſeen that in fact it has really been ſo, 


- which 


t. . N 
Which is a n a 
_ privileges of the people, and which is {0 


much the more aſtoniſhing, as any charge 
in the magiſttacy gives the rank of nobi- 
meant they ſhould be filled by citiaens 
who were not born noble; this innovation, 
| likewiſe, merits the enden of the 
nation 
TheChancellorde PHo@ial,with many 
others, are à con vincing proof, that ple- 
beians are worthy, not only the inferiot 
places, but the moſt, eminent diguities of 
the magiſtracy. In theeccleſiaſtical ſtate, _ 
the great benefices and biſhoprics appear, 
at preſent, to the excluſion of all others, 
to be the patrimony of the nobles. alone; 
yet, in rendering all the juſtice x due to the 
prelates of the day, we cannot, ſurely, 
forget that the Cardinal COT: biſhop of 
Rennes, was the ſon of a farrier; pr who _ 
the, Cardinal, Oliver, his faccefior, 
Amyot, biſhop of Auxerre, and great Al- 
moner of France; the eloquent and virtuous 
Fletcher was ſon of a tallow-chandler; 
lids -: * 7 Maſcetou | 
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Jon and the great Bafinat, were altiltuftri= 

gentlemen than "Cardinal Ximenes and 

Wolſey, or the Wannen and Cle- 
ment XIV. ; | Wh) 1150. 0024613; US 
| May it not then bo hoped, that at the 
next aſſembly of the States General, the 

King and Nation will take under con- 

ſideration that claſs of men, whole virtues 


N | and labours are ſo truly apoſtolieal, whose 


known in our cities and villages under 
the denomination of curates: theſe va- 


luable paſtors, whoſe morals, zeal, and 


truly heroic charity, (often at the ex- 
pence of their own neceſſities) their pa- 
ternal care, and exemplary ' lives, which 
inſpire the people with reſpe& for- reli- 
gion, ' patience under their ſufferings, 
ſubmiſſion to the laws, and love and fide- 
ſity to their kings. Would it not be ad- 


viſeable that a certain number of biſhoprioss 


and livings ſhouldbe in future deſtined. and 


enſured for the better ſupport of theſe 
truly reſpectable paſtors? It is the general 


merit. In France, the Abbé Suger, from 


2 


e. . 19395 
a Ander che tune rites; owe nee. 


of he nation it ſhould beſo, 
Our Kings have "always, 1 | 

will, poſſeſs the privilege of Ehufing their | 
miniſters3 we may, however, obſerve that 
that the Cardinal Ximenes, one of the 
greateſt miniſters Spam ever had, and 
regent of that kingdorn, was only an 
humble monk; a plebeian, raiſed by his 


the fant ſtate, became by his abilities 
and merit, firſt miniſter and regent of the 
kingdom ; and found means to reſtore. 
to his maſter; Louit le Gru ſome of the 
moſt valuable prerogatives of the crown; 
of which his anceſtors had been diſpofſef: 
ſed by their ariſtocratic nobles; and in the 
abſence of Loni le uu, wb was then 
at the eruſades, Suger, the regent of the 
kingdom, knew how to make the royal 
authority reſpected, and kept the bares 
nobleſſe in awe; recſtabliſhed! the 
finances, and caſed the burdens/ of the 
| 5 in time of war, and that 
| po en aud diſtant one. We may 
41 00 * W Is 5 
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like wiſe obſerve, that the great Colbert, 
and Louvois, whoſe families have beeg 
fruitful in generals, miniſters, and pre- 


Jates, were the ſons of magiſtrates only. 7 


It is not in the circles, of pleaſure and 


diſſipation that great men are formed, 


but in the filence of che A and' in 
the retreat of the wiſe, 

We find, top, in the denden een 115 
not only the embaſſies, but every office 
in foreign departments, is filled by the 
nobility and military; and the fame in all 
conſulſhips, places that in general ate 
thought to require a knowledge of tho 
commercial intereſt of the country, and 
which a military man is not ſuppoſed ta 
be very converſant in. Some, in this de- 
partment, have ſhewn themſelves, it is 
true, zealous and intelligent, and have 
merited the confidence of their ſovereign : 
and ſuch Louis XVI. would dene W ever 
wiſh to make choice of. | 

It cannot be too often repeated, both for 
the intereſt of the nation and monarch; that 
the law at preſent ſubſiſting, which excludes 


1 . 
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Frenchman that is not noble, is a law con- 
trary to the principles of our conſtitution, 


anti- monarchial, and tending to ſubvert 
the government of our country. In a word, 
it is an error, incumbent on the wiſdom 
and juſtice of the King to reform, and to 


the honour and intereſt of the nation 


co ſupplicate his Majeſty that it may be: 
If, unfortunately, a continental war was 
to take place, of any long continu- 


ance, this law would then, from the 


natural conſequence of things, become 

void. We find no ſuch regulation exiſt- 
ing for the ſea ſervice; ſince every one, 
without being diſtinguiſhed by birth, is 
admitted. To conclude, I do not affirm 
that the plebeian claſs muſt neceffarily 
form à part of our armies, but it is 
3 the national honour, the ſafety of the 


Throne and State, as well as an 


pk conſtitution of our country, that | 
ſhould not be ſony ti yu 
tively excluded. 


roles 
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The nobility cannot, ſurely, hayes ap» 


prehenſion that their dignities and honours 


in the military line ſnould be invaded by an 


inferior claſs? They need not, for a ple- 
beian will never attain to them, but as a 


reward for ſignal ſervices, or real and 
great abilities. Nature is not ſo prodigal of 
her endowments for them to become 


too general; but the more uncommon 


and rare, the more neceflary and incum- 


bent it is on us to honour and employ 


them wherever they are to be found; and 


not by laws worthy only of the Goths and 


Vandales, condemn to inaction and ob- 
ſcurity, * citizens who en be . 


* If nature is not ſo liberal i in En 4 pe 
does ſhe conſult our prejudices, and abſurd vanity, 


but diſtributes genivs and talents indiſcximinately ; 


this would alone ſhew the injuſtice of excluding 


any citizen, becauſe he is born in ſuch or ſuch a 
ſituation; and i ſome department i in the military, 


in which bravery, habit, or even prejudice may 
ſupply the place of talents; it is not ſo in all, 


particularly in the corps of engineers and the ar- 


tillery. This eſſential part of the military art, 
and in which the French have gained ſuch ſu- 
periority 


t 27 15 
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country. It is, then, the duty of the 


the next aſſembly of the States General, 
to obtain the repeal of laws that are ſo un · 


eonſtitutional and iujurious, and which 


Deren l. Gu. 
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periority for a —_— paſt, requires not * 
— and collected bravery, (not equally beſtowed 
on all men; but) it exaQts, likewiſe, great ap- 
plication, aided by a natural genius; and av 


theſe qualifications are the portion of few, it isthen 


evident, that to deprive the State of men, really 
diſtinguiſhed by nature, is to endanger it, as well 
as the glory of our armies and navy: it may far- 
ther be obſerved, as the plebeian claſs is by far 
the moſt numerous in the ki mp dom, conſequently, 
there muſt be a greater number of thoſe men, 
endowed with talents and genius above the com- 


mon. Archimedes, the greateſt engineer, as welt 


as mathematician. of his. time, was not, 1 
5 diſtinguiſhed much by his birth. 
5 and of courſe the Syracufians, who bes 


ſabje& to them, had not even the idea; bf privi- 


Seen der Sa M0 And to come fo} more 
n times, San Micheli, in Italy; Cohorn, in 


Holland; and our illuſtrious Vauban, in Rrabee, 
were not better gentlemen than Archimedes. 


Nature itſelf, then, has determined the point. 
14: 32 
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| feudal barbariſm, though contrary to the 
well-known intentions of the monarch, 
whoſe juſt prerogatives are thereby: ſo 


much endangered. In a word, ariſtocracy can 


never again eſtabliſh itſelf, but by favour of 
_ anarchy and rebellion; it is on the ruins 
of monarchy it muſt riſe, and at the ex- 
pence of the liberties and happineſs of the 


people. 


Is it not ſuch a deſpotiſih chen to be | 


dreaded, as the moſt fatal, as well as the 
moſt formidable of all evils? Can the na- 
tion be too much on its guard, againſt a 

revolution of which it muſt again be the 


victim? And, ſhould there be (which. we 


will hope there are not) ſome individuals 
in the kingdom fo blinded, as to wiſh that 
an ariſtocratic. government might prevail, 
or capable of aiding and promoting ſuch a 
revolution; let them caſt their eyes ta- 


wards Poland, and view a country deſolated 
and diſtracted in our on time, diſmember- 


ed and almoſt annihilated; let them reflect 
to what an abject ſtate Sweden has been re- 
guged for fifty years back, by the intrigues 


and 


* 


60 
and tumults of ariſtocratic nobles 3 and 
let them turn to the annals of Denmark, 


toward the middle of laſt century, to con · 


fer on their King unlimited power, and 


made him, voluntarily, the moſt abſo+ 
lute of deſpots. 

Such haveever been, and ſuch ever will 
be the fatal effects of ariſtocratic power in 
a nation. If, then, the Supreme Diſpoſer 
pf all events has not decreed, that the 
French ſhould be effaced from among the 
number of other nations; that the very 
name of it ſhould be obliterated, by ſuf- 
fering it to become the victim of a fatal de- 
lirium; if the Creator of Empires deigns 
ſtill to be intereſted in the fate and exiſ- 
tence of this noble and ancient monarchy, 
far from wiſhing to undermine the juſt 


Prerogatives of the ſovereign, every voice 


will unite at the meeting of the States 

General of the kingdom, to ſtrengthen 

and Pee” the Aft throne of the univerſe, 
| | 


TON 


and ſhudder at its calamities; ſuch was 
its oppreſſions from theſe tyrants, that a 
deſperate. and oppreſſed people reſolyed, 
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| Brery true 2 his 3 b 
ider as criminal or ſonſeleſs, that Erunch. 
wien, unworthy of the name, who, (from 

the moment our ſovercigh enſures the H. 
berty and property of individuels) thall 
attempt an infringement on "the-ſheve@ 
and ute gun of we . gb "200" 
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